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Madam Mayor,

I have the honour to present my Report for the year 2006-7.  It has been an interesting year, 
to which you have contributed massively in person, not least through your attractive theme of 
“Sport for All.”  It is to be hoped that your great efforts to bring together sporting organisations 
with potential sponsors are bearing fruit.  You have participated in many of the various sports 
enthusiastically yourself, trying your hand at all sorts of activities, including croquet, cycling 
and tennis, to name but a few.  This in addition, of course, to your multifarious visits to the host 
of community organisations within the Borough.

Meanwhile the efforts to replace the Civic Hall have slowly rumbled on, in spite of all efforts to 
derail them, and perhaps we may at some time in the not too distant future be able once again 
to enjoy our concerts and shows at our own cultural centre.  However, the main interest of your 
year has perhaps been the threat to the existence of the Royal Surrey County Hospital, which 
has been met with an unprecedented unity of protest within our community, bringing together 
those of all shades of political opinion and none.  As I write, no decision from on high has been 
announced but the Borough stands united and ready to repel boarders.

By the time you receive this Report the civic elections will have been held and we shall know 
more about the future direction of the Borough, but you, ever supported by Frank, may rest in 
the knowledge of a job well done;  I wish you both a happy and satisfying future.

Roger Marjoribanks
Hon. Remembrancer.
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS

Leslie and Anne Bowerman of Send celebrated their golden wedding in April with their four 
children and seven grandchildren.  Leslie, who worked as a clerk to the justices in Westminster, 
and Anne, a teacher, met as pupils at Woking Grammar School and discovered a common 
interest in cycling with Charlotteville Cycling Club.  Anne became the club’s secretary for a 
time and Leslie edited its magazine, and they are still both involved both with Charlotteville 
and the Veteran Cycle Club.  They were also active with the Send scouts and guides, while 
Leslie was the founder and is still chairman of the Send and Ripley History Society.

Bill and Ann Wallis of Woodlands Road celebrated their diamond wedding in April.  They first 
met while waiting to catch a bus to Blackpool when Bill was serving in the Royal Air Force, 
while Anne was a wireless operator in the WAAF.

Guildford Action, the charity which supports the homeless and vulnerable and was supported 
by the outgoing Mayor, Cllr. Tamsy Baker, during her term of office, celebrated its 25th 
anniversary in May. It started as an employment centre, but has expanded to provide a drop-
in centre in Leapale Lane and runs The Furniture Project, a housing support scheme and the 
Family Support Centre in Ludlow Road.

Inner Wheel, the club for wives of Rotarians, celebrated its 80th anniversary with a party 
at Shalford Village hall in May.  As well as its social value the club also raises money for 
small local charities - the President’s charity for the current year is Equipment for Disabled 
Children.  The club has also recently contributed to Shelter Boxes for the victims of the 
Kashmir earthquake and collection of sewing equipment for the “Tools for Self-Reliance” 
scheme supporting workers in some of the world’s poorest countries.

Donald and Sheila Lewis of Sutherland Avenue celebrated their Golden Wedding in June.  
They first met in the 1950s when Donald had a house to sell and Sheila worked for the estate 
agent concerned.

Residents of Caxton Gardens, Weston Road, celebrated the centenary of the building of their 
houses, which were originally built in June 1906 as homes for the employees of Billing & Son, 
the well-known local printers, with a party around the sundial which Billings had presented 
on completion of the building work.  Children dressed in Edwardian clothes and the oldest 
resident, Hilda Beagley, who had lived in Caxton gardens for some fifty years, was guest of 
honour.

The anniversary of the London bombings was observed on 7 July, led by the mayor, Cllr. 
Angela Gunning, on the Guildhall balcony.  A maroon sounded at noon, the High Street fell 
silent and those within earshot reflected on what had been until the maroon sounded again after 
two minutes to signify the conclusion of the observance.

The Society of Friends, or Quakers, have been meeting in their Meeting House in Ward Street 
for 200 years, the building having been completed in 1806.  There are records of Quakers in 
Guildford going back at least to the days of Charles I, initially suffering persecution, but being 
sufficiently settled to acquire premises for their meetings in 1673.  The garden still known as 
Quakers’ Acre was originally their burial ground and has recently been given to the town.



Guildford Borough Council

�

John and Stella Harris celebrated their golden wedding in August.  They first met at Guildford 
Glass Works in Portsmouth Road when they were 16 and married in Worplesdon after John 
had returned from three years in the R.A.F.  He then worked for Guildford Borough Council 
in the Weights and Measures Department.  They have a common interest in sport, especially 
cricket, and used to enjoy hill walking in the Lake District.  They have three children and five 
grandchildren.

Starfish Nursery in Merrow celebrated its fourth anniversary in September with a fun day 
which also raised money to help one of the children who attends a therapy centre.

Phyl and Steve Cooke of Normandy celebrated their Diamond Wedding in September.  
Londoners originally, they moved to Surrey in 1959.  Committed Christians, they have played 
a full part in the life of the community and still keep fit by playing tennis and badminton.  They 
have six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Albert and Averil Cunningham, who have lived in Normandy for 23 years, celebrated their 
diamond wedding in October.  Albert was in England with the Canadian forces during the war 
and met Averil through the local telephone exchange.  Albert is chairman of Normandy Parish 
Council, started the village bowls club and has been active for many years in the Canadian 
Veterans Club.  Although they tried out several locations, it was Normandy that suited them.

Frederick and Betty Warner of Old Palace Road, celebrated their diamond wedding in October.  
Frederick was born and raised in Guildford and was a fireman on the railways, while Betty was 
a guard during the war, and they met on the Portsmouth-Waterloo line.  Their celebration party 
was attended by their two sons, five grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

The twentieth anniversary of beaver scouting (the branch of the scouting movement which 
caters for children beteeen six and eight) was celebrated in Guildford with a day of activities at 
Tillingbourne School, Chilworth, and was attended by the mayors of Guildford and Waverley, 
Cllrs. Angela Gunning and David Inman.

Guildford Operatic Company’s production of “Die Fledermaus” in December marked the 
35th anniversary of its foundation (as Guildford Amateur Operatic Society) in 1971, although 
its origin dates back to 1968 as an organisation called the Emmanuel Players mounting Gilbert 
and Sullivan operas from that year.  Under its first musical director John Avery and later Peter 
White it gained a reputation for high class musicality which attracted many visiting performers 
of the highest standard, including well-known professionals.  It has taken on many quite 
ambitious productions, including a number of concert programmes, and has won two NODA 
awards (see also “Drama, Entertainment and the Arts.”).

David and Lilian Kendall celebrated their golden wedding in December.  They met at 
Charlotteville Youth Club in 1955 shortly after David had completed his National Service and 
married a year later.  David spent his career as manager of swimming centres including the 
Lido, Bedford Road sports centre baths and the old Castle Street baths.  Lilian was a secretary 
for a building firm and they eventually bought Lido Lodge from the Borough Council and 
settled there.  They have two sons and four grandchildren.

Loila and Wilfred Bumford of Culverlands Crescent, Ash, celebrated their diamond wedding 
in January.  They met when Loila was 17 and working as a bus conductor in Aldershot, while 
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Wilfred had served four years as a prisoner of war; he went on to a career with BA Vickers in 
Weybridge as a millwright.  The occasion was celebrated with a party at the Jolly Farmer in 
Runfold.  They have two children, four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

2nd. Park Barn (St. Clare’s) Brownies celebrated their Silver anniversary in January and 
were joined in a celebration evening by previous leaders and brownies.  There was a memorial 
presentation of photographs, uniforms and memorabilia, party games and singing, together 
with a specially made toadstool cake.
	
2007 marked the centenary of the scouting movement, and was marked locally by a camp for 
200 scouts at Bentley Copse campsite in Shere.  To follow there was to be a major expedition 
im March to take scouts to give practical help in Nepal.
	
Kerry Lagden simultaneously celebrated her completion of 21 years fitmess teaching and her 
40th birthday in February.  She started her tough “legs, bums and tums” class at the old Bedford 
Road sports centre and has worked at Spectrum since it opened in 1993.  It was estimated that 
during that time she had taught some 192,000 individuals, and she was paid tributes for being 
“a consummate professional.”

Addison Court, the sheltered housing foundation built on the site of the old St. Luke’s Church 
and Institute, celebrated the 40th anniversary of its opening in February, when a special cake was 
cut by the first warden, Olive Hopper, in the presence of the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, the 
Bishop of Guildford, Rt. Rev. Christopher Hill, the rector of Holy Trinity, Canon Robert Cotton, 
and many others, young and old, connected with the Court over the years and currently.

Hon. Freeman Bill Bellerby celebrated his 90th birthday in March and a party was held in 
his honour at Park Barn Day Centre, of which he and his wife Doreen have been enthusiastic 
supporters for many years.  Bill Bellerby has been central to the life of Guildford for so long 
that it is easy to forget that he was born in Cardiff and only came to Guildford after war service 
in the army; once here he pursued a successful career as a schoolmaster, ending up as head of 
Knollmead School in Tolworth.  He made the 19 mile journey by bicycle and perhaps it is this, 
together with the energetic walking holidays he pursues with Doreen, that have preserved his 
remarkable vigour.  He was elected to Guildford Council in 1953 in the Labour interest and 
remained a member for 42 years, also spending two periods as a County councillor and fighting 
two general elections in what, even then, was unlikely Labour territory; however, he earned 
great respect from his opponent and has been called “the greatest Labour M.P. the constituency 
never had.”  He strongly interested himself in the cultural and sporting life of the town and 
further afield, and especially the welfare of the young, vulnerable and disabled.  A large group 
of old friends and opponents (often the same thing!) gathered at Park Barn to wish him many 
happy returns and many more in the future.

The 200th Anniversary of the abolition of the Slave Trade was commemorated in March 
by the Jubilee Action charity with a march through Guildford which was primarily intended 
to highlight the continuing struggle against human trafficking, especially for the benefit of the 
brothels of India, by ruthless gangs also involved with the drugs trade.  In April there was a 
screening of “Amazing Grace,” the new film celebrating the life of William Wilberforce, the 
man primarily reponsible for pushing abolition through Parliament.
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BUSINESS & THE COMMUNITY

The Women’s Company, a networking group for women only, held its inaugural Guildford 
lunch in April.  The group was founded in 2002 by two women who recognised their need to 
drive their businesses forward by encouraging potential clients to meet regularly to develop 
social and business contacts.

It was announced in April that Loseley Park had been awarded Investors in People status, 
recognising the investment, value and the confidence placed in its staff.  Starting from relatively 
small beginnings some 60 years ago, and based originally on its famous Jersey herd of cattle 
and thence Loseley Dairy Products, Loseley Park has developed into a business enterprise 
hosting conferences, weddings and many other events, employing 18 permanent and 30 seasonal 
staff.

The Mayor, Cllr. Tamsy Baker, hosted an event for businesses and local organisations at the 
County Club in May to launch a new campaign to market Guildford.  It is designed to help 
raise and enhance the profile of the town among visitors, students, residents and businesses and 
also to demonstrate the sponsorship opportunities available to companies wanting to benefit 
their businesses and contribute to the community.  The campaign also acts as a communications 
programme to keep people up to date with investment developments in retail, housing and 
transport.

The president of the South East England Chamber of Commerce said in May that his 
organisation would not be using Guildford for meetings in the future because members had 
found it very difficult to find their way to the Angel Hotel and the meeting had started late.  He 
blamed the situation on lack of adequate signage and street numbers on shop premises, though 
he also said that this was a national problem.  However, a representative of the Surrey Chamber 
of commerce denied that this was a serious problem, while a leading councillor pointed out that 
plenty of information was available from the council offices or website; he also said that the 
council was in the process of undertaking an audit of signage to town centre facilities.

An interesting new organisation called Wey River Timebank was launched during the summer.  
It trades solely in time, and members can trade their time, say in deploying special skills, for 
the time of others, say in baby-sitting or dog-walking.

It was announced in July that the disgraceful lack of suitably armoured vehicles for British 
troops in Iraq was about to be solved by the adoption of 6x6 Pinzgauer Protected Patrol 
Vehicles, built in Guildford.  These are a development of the existing proven design and will 
represent a cheap and versatile improvement to existing models such as the American Humvee.  
Pinzgauer celebrated the completion of its 1,000th vehicle in Guildford in October.

It was announced in August that Si-Light Technologies Ltd., a spin-off company from the 
University based in the SETsquared facility in the Surrey Research Park, had received seed 
funding from the Cascade Fund to complete designs for demonstration prototypes of its 
patentted silicon light emitter technology.  Cascade exists to stimulate entrepreneurial activity 
arising from research.
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Guildford’s largest conference facility, consisting of four meeting and event rooms to 
accommodate 400 guests, was opened at the Mandolay (previously Carlton Hotel) in August.

Alliance Environment and Planning Ltd., the Guildford-based town planning consultancy, 
celebrated its tenth anniversary by winning planning permission for a major redevelopment at 
St. Paul’s Square, Bournemouth.

A team of 19 employees of Philips Lighting at Guildford’s Surrey Business Park completed 
a 140 mile sponsored kayak trip from Cricklade Bridge to Richmond Bridge and raised more 
than £12,000 for Tommy’s, a charity which funds research into the causes of miscarriage, 
premature birth and stillbirth.  The event was sponsored by Palm Equipment, who lent all the 
kayaking equipment, while the Wey Kayak Club provided the necessary training.

In September Poujoulat UK, a subsidiary of the French chimney system manufacturers, set up 
business in the Old Portsmouth Road and at the suggestion of Anne Milton, M.P., entered upon 
sponsorship of Guildford Heat, the very promising basketball team operating at Spectrum.  
Within a very short time their, and her, trust was repaid with a spectacular win for the team 
in the BBL Cup final in January (see “Sport and Recreation”).  The French parent company is 
a very large Group with a turnover of over 1M Euros a year, but Poujoulat UK is an entirely 
autonomous company with its own business strategy.  It moved to Guildford from Byfleet, 
where its premises were rented, because it preferred to have freehold.  It has a number of large 
clients, especially within the field brewery, pub and restaurant operators, designing bespoke 
maintenance systems for their particular heating requirements.

Two very different, but perhaps predictable, views on business in Guildford were reported in 
“Business News Extra” by the Surrey Advertiser in October.  Mr. Raschid Abdullah, a close 
associate of  Mr. Michel Harper in his Trinity Party (and also see “Local Government” in this 
and the previous year’s Report) put forward the view that the Borough Council was distant 
from the needs of the people and businesses of the town and needed a directly elected mayor 
to drive processes through; there were others at the same forum who argued for modernisation 
and expansion of business opportunities.  On the other hand Andy Carr, tourism and business 
partnership manager for the Borough Council, while acknowledging the difficulties involved 
in setting up new businesses, recognised that Guildford was a highly entrepreneurial area and 
the importance of catering to the needs of businesses of all sizes, while giving details of the 
considerable assistance which he and his team could and did give in building up an enterprise 
culture for Guildford Borough Council.  This view was supported by the leader of the Council, 
Cllr. Andrew Hodges, who stressed the point that the Council worked in a very positive way 
with the Chamber of Commerce and the Guildford Business Forum.

Several Guildford businesses complained during the autumn that BT’s failure to cope with 
telephone line faults had cost them large sums of lost earnings.  In particular, Angela Griffith of 
Greyfriars Hydrotherapy on the Hog’s back, said that she had been without an incoming phone 
line since August, while David Hunt of Woking Lamp Company had a similar complaint.  Both 
complained that BT had given a very poor or non-existent response to their complaints, though 
BT denied this.

A new service to both business and private individuals, the “Guildford Venues Guide,” was 
published in October to give information on suitable venues for all types of occasion within 
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Guildford and the surrounding area.  It is supported by a Venue Location Service, which can be 
accessed either by telephone or e-mail.

Anderton’s Music in Woodbridge Road, founded in 1964, was awarded the title of Best 
Independent Music Retailer by the Music Industry Association, for the second time in 10 years, 
at a ceremony in October.

Surrey Satellite Technology Ltd. signed a major contract in November with the National Space 
Research and Development Agency of Nigeria to develop the NIGERIASAT-2 programme, 
which will help with disaster mitigation, agricultural land use and health hazard monitoring.  A 
new mission control centre was to be established in Nigeria and training given to 25 Nigerian 
engineers.  This would be the second such satellite built for Nigeria, following on other disaster 
monitoring satellites built for various countries (see previous year’s Report).  Also in November 
the company won the Times Higher Educational Supplement Award (2006) in the category of 
Outstanding Contribution to Innovation and Technology.

F.Conisbee & Son, the East Horsley butchers now in the eighth generation of family ownership 
after almost 250 years, won the best turkeys award at the South Eastern Prime Stock Winter 
Fair at Ardingly in November.

A new company, Surrey Nanosystems, was launched in December as a collaborative venture 
between the IP Group, a leading technology venture company, CEVP Ltd., a leader in plasma 
tool manufacture, and two scientists from the University, Professor Ravi Silva and Dr. Guan 
Yow Chen.  It is to develop a “NanoGrowthTM” machine, the world’s first commercial tool for 
low-temperature growth of carbon nanotubes to provide high quality high-speed connections to 
the next generation of silicon chips.  The project was partially funded by the South East England 
Development Agency with the aim of helping to realise the potential of nanotechnology in the 
South East.

A new venture called Holiday Matchmaker, which suggests suitable holidays through matching 
the demands of customers with a database of details from those with like-minded tastes, was 
launched by Synature, a venture company parented by Angle plc, the venture management and 
consulting company based at the Surrey Research Park.

Guildford College received Action for Business College accreditation in January, the first 
college in Surrey to do so.  The award, by the Learning and Skills Council and the South East 
England Development Agency, recognises the college’s dedication to providing an exemplary 
service to employers and responding to their business needs.

Guildford Spectrum won the Leisure and Tourism Award in the Surrey Business Awards 
2006/7, and was a finalist for the Excellence in Training and Development Award, while 
Claire Davenport, Spectrum’s general manager, was a finalist for the Surrey Business Person 
of the Year.  Claire has also been chosen as the South East representative on the Olympic 
Committee.

A Fairtrade Fortnight took place in March with the slogan “Change today and choose 
Fairtrade.”  Guildford’s status as a Fairtrade town means that many businesses and other 
organisations, including the Council, make Fairtrade products available to their staffs.
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CHARITIES

Edwina Currie, a former health minister, visited the Rotary Club of Guildford Chantries 
in April, where an audience drawn from the various Guildford Rotary clubs and their wives 
heard a most interesting talk in support of the Marie Curie Cancer Fund and the Great 500 
Cycle Challenge, in which 500 cyclists were to ride to Warsaw (Marie Curie’s birthplace), 
from various start points in September, hoping to raise £1M for the charity.  Places were still 
available on two of the routes, while street collections, which raised £2,387.29, were being 
held to help in filling the coffers.

The mayor, Cllr. Tamsy Baker, following up her theme of “Bringing People Together” (see 
previous year’s Report), attended a fair at the Guildhall in April organised by the mental health 
charity Together, which runs a number of homes for people with mental illness, including one 
in Guildford.  The project manager, Mrs. Obee Pearce, explained the nature of the work done by 
the charity, while the limitations of the bill currently before Parliament were also discussed.

Seafare, the local fish and chip shop chain, mounted its annual campaign in April to raise 
money for the St. Luke’s cancer appeal; the staff gave a day’s work towards the appeal and as 
a result raised £7,115, which was handed over at the Burpham branch by the owner Philip Lye 
to deputy mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning.

Guildford Heat basketball players, together with a number of celebrities, mounted a display at 
Spectrum in April which raised  more than £2,000 for CHASE.  Among a number of business-
sponsored teams, Seymours Slammers won the event.

The annual Charity Walk, sponsored by The Surrey Advertiser and the Rotary Club of Guildford 
District, took place in April, starting and finishing at Shalford Park.  More than 500 walkers 
followed the lead of the Mayor, Cllr. Tamsy Baker, and the President of the Rotary Club, 
Michael Trent, and raised more than £50,000.  A group from Woking, walking for CHASE, 
raised £2,000 on their own, while Mr. & Mrs. Robinson of West Clandon raised £3,000 for the 
charity Crossroads, which provides care for their daughter Hannah, suffering from a severe 
form of colitis.

Many Guildfordians completed the London Marathon in April and in so doing raised very 
large sums for charity.  For instance, Jonathan Frost, canon residentiary at the Cathedral, raised 
£12,000 for WaterAid, Cressida Ward, communications director for sanofi-aventis, raised 
£2,000 for Tommy’s, the baby charity, while a team of 50 runners on behalf of CHASE were 
hoping to beat last year’s achievement of £146,000.  Daniel Penfold, a teenager who died in 
2005 of meningitis and for whom there had been a charity fun day at Burpham in February 
(see previous year’s Report) was further commemorated when  a family friend, Alan Mitchell 
from Stoke-on-Trent,  raised some £4,000 to add to the £6,300 raised then for the Meningitis 
Research Foundation.

Guildford Symphony Orchestra’s last concert of the season, a most entertaining set of pieces 
under the title of “Film Classics,” held at Spectrum in May, was in aid of the Life Change 
Fund under the auspices of Guildford YMCA.  This exists in order to provide opportunities to 
vulnerable or disadvantaged young people via professional counselling, support and guidance 
at times of crisis or difficulty.  Some £1,000 was raised from those attending.
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The Make a Wish Foundation, which exists to grant the wishes of children with life-threatening 
illnesses, was given almost £1,000 by beauty students from Guildford College in May, who 
were supported by local firemen who volunteered to undergo sponsored leg-waxing.

The Princess Royal, President of Save the Children, visited the charity’s shop in Jefferies 
Passage to meet the staff and share a cup of coffee with them in May.

Jubilee Action, the charity founded by Danny Smith to campaign against child poverty, has 
moved into new offices in Guildford High Street, from which Mr. Smith hopes to have a greater 
impact on local residents; its purpose is to co-ordinate support for charities on the ground 
across the world, its latest target being the plight of “sweatshop workers,” who work long hours 
in often shocking conditions to make some of the goods sold on high streets across the country.  
An event in May, in which the mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, together with Anne Milton, M.P., 
and representatives from various companies, allowed themselves to be locked up in a prison 
cell (an idea inspired by the charity’s work for child prisoners) raised more than £13,000.  
Among the charity’s successes has been the achievement of a new law in the Philippines which 
will result in the freeing of large numbers of child prisoners.

Oliver’s Army, a group of seven friends from Guildford, took part in the Blenheim Triathlon 
and raised almost £4,000 for Leukaemaia Reserch.  Oliver, the nephew of Christopher and 
Adrian Mansfield, was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia at the age of two and 
inspired the formation of Oliver’s Army.

Father and son Simon and Max Exton of Burpham were part of a team of 24 motor-cyclists 
taking part in July in the Barry Sheene Memorial Challenge over 2,000 miles in Europe and 
raised £5,000 for Caring and Leukaemia in Childhood Sargent charity.

The Rotary Club of Guildford Chantries held its second annual Bikeathon in July, started by 
the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning (who also rode part of the course), and sponsored by Allianz 
Cornhill, which raised more than £2,000 for the Cedar Centre, the new centre for research and 
treatment of diabetes at the Royal Surrey County Hospital.

The annual ceremony of  Dicing for the Maid’s Money was held in May under the watchful 
eye of the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning.  It is now 330 years since John How left £400 to 
provide a fund for an annual award to a maid of good character, while the loser in the match 
receives a slightly larger sum from the bequest of John Parsons.  This year the winner was Julie 
Ward from Home Support Services, while the loser was her colleague Sarah Smith.  While 
domestic service now belongs to the past the organisers, Poyle Charities, feel that it is a part of 
Guildford’s history which should not be abandoned or forgotten.

A young team from YMCA Prince’s trust gave up time to improve the surroundings at Dray 
Court home for the elderly with gardening and and a newly painted mural in May; they raised 
the money by various means themselves and topped off their efforts by giving a tea party for 
residents.

Louise Cartwright of Onslow Village took part in Playtex Moonwalk (a Marathon length walk 
through London at night) with 14,000 other women to raise money for breast cancer in May.  
Her personal sponsorship earned £430 and she completed the course in about seven hours.
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Joshua Muggleton, of Merrow Park, himself a sufferer from Asperger’s Syndrome, helped to 
launch a National Autistic Society campaign to “Make school make sense” at the Houses of 
Parliament in June, supported by Jane Asher the actress and M.P.s from all parties, including 
Guildford M.P. Anne Milton.  The object of the campaign is to create greater understanding of 
such problems within the educational world so that those with disablities involving autism are 
encouraged rather than cold-shouldered.

It was reported in June that CHASE would benefit from a share in £9M a year of government 
funding to be provided over the next three years for the hospice movement.

Cancer Research U.K’s Race For Life took place in June, with 7,000 women walking or running 
the 5 km. course in Stoke Park in extremely hot weather.  The money raised in Guildford alone 
was estimated at £500,000.

Guildford Golf Club in June presented a cheque for £10,250 to St. Luke’s Cancer Centre. 
Over the years the club has been raising funds for the centre continuously and the total now 
stands at more than £72,000.

John Gillbe of Maori Road was one of a team of 8 cyclists who in June were attempting to 
complete a ride from Land’s End to John O’Groats to raise, it was hoped, more than £20,000 
for the Bishop Simeon Trust, which cares for HIV/AIDS orphans and terminally ill in Africa.  
Even before setting off, Mr. Gillbe had raised more than £7,500 - much more than his original 
target of £2,000.

The Guildford Lions Raft Race, regularly held in July as part of the Guildford Summer Festival, 
was this year held on a very hot day when splashing about on the river was a particularly 
attractive option.  The prizes were handed out by the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, and the 
President of the Guildford Lions Club, Trevor Perry, while the event raised £10,000 for the 
Lions’ charity funds.

Members of the County Club, Guildford, raised some £3,000, handed over in July, to restore 
the flagpole at Abbot’s Hospital which was erected to mark Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee 
but fell down about 100 years ago.

Students from Guildford’s Academy of Contemporary Music organised two events, at the 
University and the Voodoo Lounge, which between them raised over £1,450 for the special 
baby unit at the Royal Surrey County Hospital and the St. Luke’s Cancer Fund.

Guildford Samaritans launched a new fund-raising event at the House of Commons, sponsored 
by Anne Milton, M.P., and organised by Friends of Guildford Samaritans, on 24th July; the 
date, 24/7, was chosen as symbolic of the fact that the Samaritans are on call 24 hours, 7 days 
of the week.

Age Concern Surrey’s Guildford Gardening Scheme, was hailed as a great success in July 
after operating for a year.  Many elderly people, who can join the scheme for £20 a year and 
pay for whatever work is done, had found that the existence of the scheme relieved them of 
worry about the physical strain of keeping up with the labour of maintaining their gardens.  In 
some cases it had even made the difference between the decision to sell the resident’s existing 
house and staying on.
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Oakleaf Enterprise in Walnut Tree Close completed ten years work in 2006 of supporting 
those with mental physical and learning disabilities and helping them to become productive 
members of the community through meaningful and satisfying employment.  A description of 
its work, together with some experiences of those who had benefited, featured in the Surrey 
Advertiser in August.

Care for Guildford, the charity which has been providing transport for the elderly and disabled, 
together with odd jobs, visiting and help with shopping, for thirty years made it known in August 
that some of their activities were having to be curtailed or discontinued owing to a severe lack 
of volunteers.  Although there were more than 200 volunteers, many of them had limited time 
availability or were becoming elderly themselves.  It was noticeable that the duty officers each 
day were often desperately short of available volunteers to contact and were forced to contact 
those with a little time on their hands ever more frequently.  Guildford Nightstop too, the 
charity which provides free short term accommodation for young people in times of crisis, was 
trying to recruit more volunteer hosts; such volunteers provide the young person with a safe 
place to stay and prevent them from getting into the cycle of homelessness.

Christopher Robin Nursery, Burpham, raised £200 for Disability Challengers by holding a 
summer fun day in August.

Rotary Club of Guildford District raised £5,000 for Hearing Dogs for the Deaf, which was 
presented in September; this sum is enough to finance the costs for a dog throughout its life.

Sailability, the charity based at Papercourt Sailing Club, Send, which teaches disabled people 
to sail, received three new boats from Smith Pearman chartered accountants, Rotary Club 
of Guildford District and Derek Arden Management consultants in Septemeber and invited 
representatives of the donors, together with the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning (whose mayoral 
theme is Sport for All), to try their hand at sailing.  The charity is in its ninth year and by using 
suitable technology has enabled many disabled people to enjoy this challenging and enjoyable 
sport.

The Rotary Club of Ripley and Send raised £2,185, mainly through raffles, for Macmillan 
Nurses and handed the cheque over at a meeting in September.

Allianz Cornhill, the Guildford based insurance firm, set up a fund in September in conjunction 
with Surrey Community Foundation to encourage skills training and development.  Its first 
grant of £1,200 was made to Oakleaf Enterprise, a Guildford charity which supports those who 
have been seriously handicapped by mental health problems, to provide six new flat-screen 
monitors for their IT suite.

Right to Play, a charity which exists to help children throughout the world to develop peacefully 
and naturally through play - a right often denied to children in the more deprived areas of the 
world - opened its UK office in Guildford in September, thanks to support from Standard Life 
Healthcare.

Bosom Buddies, the breast cancer charity founded in 2000 (see previous years’ Reports) held 
a fundraising dinner in October, which is Breast Cancer Awareness month, and Mark Kissin, 
whose innovative techniques have particularly been supported by the charity, was able to give 
the good news that cure rates for the disease had markedly improved and that Guildford was 
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right at the forefront of the improvement; he mentioned that he had recently performed his 
1,000th sentinel node biopsy, the treatment he has been pioneering for five years.  A new 
website to act as a support system for sufferers was also launched at the dinner.

A loyalty scheme at Spectrum raised more than £1,500 which was donated to Guildford Action 
and enabled the charity to admit 54 low-income families to use the swimming, skating and 
bowling facilities.  The Spectrum Active card earns loyalty points (81,000 in this case) which 
can be redeemed against activities or donated to the Donate a Point charitable scheme.

The Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, joined walkers from Age Concern Surrey and the St. 
Helen’s branch from Merseyside in a walk in October as part of an open day organised to 
highlight the problem of fuel poverty (when a family has to spend 10% or more of its income 
on fuel), a problem which the St. Helen’s group was publicising with the intention of presenting 
a poverty strategy to the House of Commons.

Guildford High School’s U-15 lacrosse and netball teams raised over £3,000 for CHASE in 
preparation for and during a three-week tour of Japan and Australia during the summer; the 
cheque was presented after the collection of all outstanding sums during October.

Pubwatch Jailbreak, an event requiring teams from various local pubs to reach as far away as 
possible from Stoke Park in 24 hours without spending any money, raised £25,000 for CHASE, 
Victim Support and SDRT Isobel Kelley Fund in October.  A team from the Three Pigeons 
managed to reach Milan and won the event, but most money, £9,000, was raised by DGL 
Crusaders, representing doormen from town centre pubs.

Guildford Action, a charity which helps disadvantaged people, was appealing at the year’s end 
for help in finding new premises, since its Ludlow Road site, whose lease was due to expire,was 
needed by the Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Trust for its own staff.

Operation Christmas Child, which distributes shoeboxes full of presents to children who are 
the victims of war, poverty and disaster, this year received 6,500 boxes to distribute all over the 
world.  Thanks to the generosity of the people of Guildford the charity has grown so much that 
from a basement in the YMCA it now needs a warehouse at Pew Corner to store the gifts.

The Mayor’s Distress Fund was in January given £500 by Three Valleys Water when a cheque 
for that amount was presented to the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning.

Burpham Primary School held a Celebration of Sport morning in January to commemorate 
their efforts in raising £300 towards the cost of enabling teacher Wendy Gibbs to go trekking 
in Nepal during the Easter holidays to raise money for Age Nepal.  The children had raised 
their money through such activities as auctioning two paintings by a local artist and a jumble 
sale. So a number of sports coaches from Minimasters visited to give their time to provide golf, 
cricket and rugby tuition.

Seafare, the well-known local Fish and Chip shop, won the local community award at the 
National Fish & Chip Shop of the Year contest, organised by Seafish in January, in respect of 
the magnificent support they have given to local charities over 26 years, in particular through 
their Sunday charity day held every year, when the takings and customer donations are given 
to St. Luke’s Cancer Appeal.
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The Oakleaf Enterprise, the charity which helps sufferers from mental health problems to get 
back into work, was visited by the Duke of Gloucester in February, accompanid by the Mayor, 
Cllr. Angela Gunning, the Lord Lieutenant, Sarah Goad, the High Sheriff, Adrian White, and 
the charity’s patron, Penelope Keith.

Guildford Poyle Charities announced in February that they had a surplus of some £120,000 
available during 2007 to distribute to other voluntary organisations to help them expand their 
services and reach more people.

Children’s Holiday Play Schemes (CHIPS), which gives young children from North Guildford 
creative workshops in the holidays with a wide variety of activities based at Guildford Grove 
and Weyfield primary schools, was saved for at least five years by a grant of £136,744 from the 
Big Lottery Fund in February.  The classes are heavily subsidised for the sake of families who 
cannot afford very much recreational or cultural expenditure and is considered an extremely 
useful service to the 60 or so children who participate.

Peter Curran from Merrow raised £5,000 for Scope, the cerebral palsy charity, as a member of a 
12-man team which climbed Aconcagua in the Andes.  He had previously climbed Kilimanjaro, 
but this challenge was a good deal tougher.

Students at Guildford College raised £1,000 for Breast Cancer Care in March through a 
coffee morning which they called “In the Pink,” mounted as part of their coursework.  They 
sold a variety of goods to those who attended and the amount (some £500) was doubled by the 
company Make-it Craft Supplies Show.

There was a jazz show in March organised by Cheng Ling, a student at the University of 
Surrey, which raised £600 for CHASE in March at an event held in the campus restaurant.

A swimathon at Spectrum in March raised some £8,000 for Marie Curie Cancer Care.
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DIOCESAN AND OTHER CHURCHES

Her Majesty the Queen visited Guildford Cathedral on Maundy Thursday to distribute Maundy 
Money to 80 men and 80 women.  The occasion fell shortly before her Majesty’s 80th birthday, 
so the beneficiaries received two purses each, one containing a £5 coin to mark the Queen’s 
birthday, together with a 50p. piece marking the 150th anniversary of the establishment of 
the Victoria Cross, the other the 80p. in Maundy coins.  Both the Cathedral and a wind-swept 
Stag Hill were packed with an invited congregation and hundreds of spectators.  The biblical 
passages were read by Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and the Dean, the Very Rev. Victor 
Stock, and after the service the royal couple met children from schools across the diocese, who 
presented them with gifts and flowers.

The Civic Service was held, as usual, at Holy Trinity Church in May in the presence of the 
Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, the High Sheriff and a number of other dignitaries.  It was 
conducted by Rev. Robert Cotton and the sermon was preached by the Mayor’s chaplain, Rev. 
Derek Honour.  His theme was climate change, and especially the responsibility before God for 
the present generation to manage the world so that it passes undamaged to future generations.  
The children of Guildford Grove Primary School sang “Moon River” quite beautifully as 
“Music for Reflection.”

St. Clare’s Church, Park Barn, welcomed a new Team Vicar, Rev. Steve Pownall, at a service 
entitled “Celebration of a New Ministry,” led by the Suffragan Bishop of Dorking, Rt. Rev. 
Ian Brackley.  Mr. Pownall is married with three children and was previously a curate in Herne 
Hill.  The service was well supported by Surrey clergy and prominent members of the local 
community.

Among the many tents of all sorts of organisations at the County Show in May was a particularly 
interesting and popular one mounted by St. John’s Church, Stoke.  It offered tea and cakes, a 
chance to chat to clergy, face painting and puppet shows for children and some excellent music, 
which brought in many visitors.  It was was visited by the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning and the 
Bishop of Guildford, among many others, and was adjudged the second best tent of the show.

The Guildford and District Jewish Community held a parade in the town centre in June to 
unveil and display a historic “sefer” (scroll) of the Torah rescued from Nazi Germany in the 
1930s and donated to the local community by a representative of the Chief Rabbi.  The unveiling 
took place in the Guildhall in the presence of the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, and the bishops 
of Guildford and Dorking.  Sidney Lightman, a nephew of Rabbi Raphael Litmanowicz who 
saved the scroll from the community of Cottbus, near Berlin, was also present.  The parade 
had started from outside Waterstone’s bookshop, believed to be the site of one of the earliest 
surviving synagogues in Europe.

Emanuel Church, Stoughton, held a flower festival in July in which children and adults were 
led on a journey learning the history of the Bible, using the flowers as backdrops.  The event 
raised £1,100 over three days, with the money being donated to the Anangtag Hospital in the 
region of Pakistani Kashmir which was so badly hit by the earthquake the previous autumn.

A number of local churches ran Alpha courses in September; these seek to form an attractive 
introduction to the Christian faith.  The churches involved were:- St. Saviours, Emmanuel 
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(Stoughton), St. Peter’s (Bellfields), Christchurch (Waterden Road), Guildford Baptist Church, 
St,. John’s (Stoke) and St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church.

World Alzheimer’s Day was marked at the Cathedral in September by a service held by Surrey 
branches of the Alzheimer’s Society and attended by the Lord Lieutenant, Sarah Goad, and 
other dignitaries.  This marked the centenary of the first description of the disease by Dr. 
Alois Alzheimer.  1,500 balloons were released outside the Cathedral by Sue Barker, the chief 
executive of the Society, and Frances Dyble, chairman of the Runnymede branch.

It was reported in the national press in October that Guildford Cathedral was in urgent need 
of very large sums for essential repairs. £3-4 M was required to remove asbestos from the roof, 
while the west window was about to fall out and the weather-beaten windows on the south side 
also needed repair. In the interests of the cathedral and town communities a new refectory was 
needed, together with affordable housing, buildings for charities and new landscaping on Stag 
Hill.  Government funds, it was said, were running out owing to the need to provide for the 
2012 Olympic Games, while conservation costs were mounting rapidly.  By November the need 
for funds was “desperate” and plans were announced and were under discussion with Guildford 
Borough Council for development on the 22 acre site on Stag Hill, to include a monorail link 
system, affordable housing, education facilities, health centre and underground parking, which 
would not only raise a useful sum of money but, it was hoped, create a viable community.  In 
addition, a fund-raising dinner was held in the nave in December.  In December a fund-raising 
dinner in the nave raised £18,500.  Michael Buerk was the guest speaker, while diners were 
entertained by the Royal Grammar School Chamber Orchestra and the Cathedral Girls Choir.
It was announced in February that a grant of £25,000 from English Heritage and the Wolfson 
Foundation would enable the three west windows to be repaired and repointed.

Tony Yates,  the dean’s verger, retired in October after 20 years’ service to the Cathedral.  
Originally an engineer, Mr. Yates joined the Cathedral staff as canons’ verger in 1986.

The Crown Court Service was held in October in the presence of the High Sheriff, Mr. 
Adrian White, the Mayor of Guildford, Cllr. Angela Gunning, and judges, magistrates, council 
officers and councillors.  The service was conducted by the Rector of Holy Trinity, Rev. Robert 
Cotton, but the sermon was preached by the High Sheriff’s chaplain, Rev. Nigel Uden.  In a 
witty and thought-provoking talk he linked the Zulu saying, “A person is not a person without 
other people,” with Jesus’s “Blessed are the peacemakers” and John Donne’s “No man is an 
island,” contrasting these communally based ideas with Descartes’s individualistic “I think, 
therefore I am” and the more modern “I shop, therefore I am.”  His point was to stress the value 
of community in striving towards the building of a more co-operative and peaceful world.  
Anthems were sung by Notre Dame Preparatory School with Parkside School and the Surrey 
Chorale and Surrey Police Choir.  The High Sheriff gave the declaration of commitment to his 
duty, assented to by the judges and magistrates, while Caroline Williams of Roadpeace gave a 
similar commitment on behalf of the community.  Bidding prayers were led by pupils of Holy 
Trinity Church Junior School.

The Guildford Cathedral Choir received a gift of £17,000 in October from the national charity 
“Friends of Cathedral Music.”  The sum is to be added to others previously received to fund an 
FCM Choristership.
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Remembrance Day was marked across the Borough with the two minute Silence - in the 
High Street led by the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, on the balcony of the Guildhall after the 
commencement was marked by a maroon fired from the Castle. A second maroon, followed by 
the Last Post, signalled the end of the silence.  On the following day services of remembrance 
were held in the churches; at the civic service at Holy Trinity the Rector, Rev. Robert Cotton, 
in a thought-provoking sermon, linked the well-known passage from Isaiah (“They shall beat 
their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks”), which had formed part of 
the lesson read by the Mayor, with current political and inter-faith problems, especially arising 
from the war in Iraq; he made the point that both Muslims and Christians had difficulties in 
comprehending each other and suggested that part of the problems of the western world arose 
from the fact that we had lost confidence in our Faith.  After the service the civic procession 
led the way down to the War Memorial in the Castle grounds for the Act of Remembrance - as 
always a moving ceremony.

A vigil, led by the bishop of Guildford, Rt. Rev. Christopher Hill, was held at Guildford Cathedral 
in November to reflect on the threat to Surrey’s health services (see also “Medicine”).  Some 
700 people attended, of all faiths and none, and the evening’s emphasis was inclusive, with 
no intention or implication of setting one hospital’s case against another’s.  The welcome and 
introduction was given by the Dean, Very Rev. Victor Stock, who dedicated the opening hymn 
to everyone “who is thankful for the marvellous hospitals and the care they provide.”  Many of 
those attending, including those who had been prominent in the struggle to oppose any cuts, lit 
candles as an earnest of their dedication to the welfare of the local health services.

The Centre Point Church, celebrated its first anniversary in Guildford and expansion of 
numbers to about 100, by moving from the YMCA into the Stoke pub in January.  It is described 
as a charismatic Christian church and attracts people from a wide variety of backgrounds.

Guildford Cathedral and the charms of the town itself were featured in a TV programme in 
March which was part of a Meridian series on Cathedral cities by kmb productions presented 
by the Bishop of Winchester’s daughter, Hannah Scott-Joynt.  Hannah interviewed the Dean, 
Very Revd. Victor Stock and discussed the Cathedral’s function within the community, while 
also exploring the monthly farmers’ market and other features of the town.
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DRAMA, ENTERTAINMENT & THE ARTS

The Passion Play, which has become an annual tradition recently, was put on in the High Street 
by the Wintershall Players on Easter Saturday.  As usual the play, which re-enacts the Passion 
of Christ, began at the bottom of the street and moved with the drama up to Holy Trinity 
Church.

Guildford House Gallery mounted an exhibition of the work of Guildford’s most famous artist, 
John Russell, from April to July to mark the 200th anniversary of his death.  Russell came 
from a family already prominent in Guildford (his father was mayor four times), exhibited at 
the Royal Academy and became portrait painter in crayons to King George III and the Prince 
of Wales in 1792  and the pictures in the exhibition were predominantly pastel portraits; the 
Gallery was undertaking a programme of conservation of Russell’s portraits which was continue 
over the following year.

A forum to discuss the problem of finding live music venues was organised in April by 94.6 
The Eagle local radio station (see also previous year’s Report).  It was attended by about 100 
people, including those with experience in this field, councillors, businessmen and members of 
the public.  Over all hung the shadow of the continued problem of providing a replacement for 
the Civic Hall, which as was asserted by the Chief Executive of the Council, David Williams, 
was being strenuously pursued.  Mr. Michel Harper, owner of The Drink, said he wanted to 
help and invited promoters to come and talk to him, while the Leader of the Council, Andrew 
Hodges, said that everything possible was being done by the Council to support existing live 
music venues.  The musicians themselves stressed the importance of having access to venues 
which could accommodate large audiences.  Peter Gordon, DJ of 96.4 The Eagle, who had 
organised the forum, looked forward to a further meeting in the autumn at which progress (or 
the lack of it) could be assessed.  In a move forward the council announced in May that it was 
working with Mr. Dylan White of Abbotswood, who is professionally very experienced in this 
field, to help find venues for live music performances and bring suitable acts to the town; the 
University of Surrey Students Union was also to open up its 1,000 capacity building for such 
performances.  Another area in which the council said it could help was through the loan of 
amps and lighting for small venues to make it cheaper to set up gigs.  A second meeting, rather 
poorly attended, took place in October and there was some positive progress to report, for 
instance the development of the Boiler Room (capacity 132) and an improved PA system at the 
Star pub.  However, much of the meeting was taken up with debate on the Civic development, 
with some appealing for an immediate re-opening after some redecoration and others calling 
for a completely fresh look at the problem.  However the Leader of Guildford Borough Council, 
Cllr. Andrew Hodges made it clear that the decision had been taken  and that the tendering 
process was well advanced.

To coincide with Museum and Galleries Month in May and the concurrent John Russell 
exhibition, Guildford House Gallery’s Art Collection, some 1,000 pieces was placed online 
and can henceforth be viewed on the Gallery’s website, whether for general enjoyment or 
as a valuable tool for research or investigation.  It took less than a year from decision to 
implementation, a striking achievement considering the need to trace the artists and copyright 
owners, photograph and catalogue the collection, develop the software and upload to the site.  
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When funding for the Discover Drama Group was discontinued by Adult Learning in April, 
it seemed that the group, run on a voluntary basis for young people with moderate learning 
disabilities, might have to close; however the Yvonne Arnaud Youth Theatre took them under 
its wing in May and gave them a new home in the Mill Studio.

A film called “Falcon,” a 37 minute adventure story made by students at Guildford College, 
was featured by the Sky TV channel “Propeller” in May and has been submitted to the BBC 
as a pilot for a possible series.  It was written by Martin Laurence, filmed by Ben Cannell and 
featured several other media students in various roles.

Debra Stroud, a Guildford-born artist who pays tribute to inspiration received in her education 
in the Borough and in particular the Guildford School of Art’s photography course, won the 
title of Best Published Artist at the 2006 Fine Art Guild awards.  A presentation of her work was 
held at the Pictures and Frames exhibition in Guildford.

Guildford Shakespeare Company was created by local actors Sarah Gobran and Matt Pinches, 
to be based in the grounds of Guildford Castle and put on Shakespeare plays for an evening 
picnic audience during the summer.  Its first production was “Much Ado About Nothing” in 
July. (See also “Honours, Appointments and Awards”).

“A Portrait of Lockwood,” an exuberant exhibition featuring painting, sculpture, sound 
installations, animation and dance, was held at the Lockwood Day Service Centre in Slyfield 
in June.  The centre, which serves local adults with learning difficulties, has a community 
studio shared by clients with professional artists with the specific object of providing mutual 
inspiration.  Among the exhibits was a series of 15 acrylic paintings by the well-known client 
Andrea Cook, who has exhibited at Cranleigh and also at Tate Modern’s “The Frame” exhibition 
mounted by Mencap. 

Guildford House Gallery in June received the Quality Assured Visitor Attraction Accreditation, 
which was based on inspection of the cafe and gift shop as well as the exhibition space and 
quality of material on display.  For the third year in succession visitor numbers to the gallery 
increased, with a total of 122,622 for the year 2005/6.  In December the gallery received full 
accreditation status from the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council, which allows it to 
apply for grants from funding bodies and purchase valuable works of art.

During the interval of the enthralling concert in June “Mozart for a Summer’s Evening” 
given by the Guildford Choral Society at the Cathedral in aid of Moon Hall School for dyslexic 
children, which raised £820, the audience could walk round to enjoy the display of paintings 
by Caroline Tate.  Many of her paintings are bright acrylic and mixed media landscapes, 
concentrating on Painshill and Claremont.  Her exhibition ran through June and into July.  For 
the audience on that evening the musical and artistic experience was unforgettable.

“The Last Night of the Proms,” held in Shalford Park in July and presided over by the Mayor, 
Cllr. Angela Gunning, this year had a circus theme and included such works as “Entry of the 
Gladiators,” “The Comedians,” “Send in the Clowns” and “Baby Elephant Walk,” as well as 
the more traditional favourites. The weather, although more chilly than it had been earlier in 
the summer, remained dry and attendance was encouraging. The concert was given a cheerfully 
vigorous performance by the Guildford Philharmonic Orchestra and soloist Rowland Sidwell, 
while the audience, many in circus outfits, made a hearty contribution.  As always, the concert 
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concluded with a marvellous firework display to accompany the singing of “Land of Hope 
and Glory.”  During proceedings a collection was taken for the Mayor’s Distress Fund.  The 
concert was followed on the next day with a completely contrasting but equally successful Pop 
Concert.

Great excitement was caused in the art world when it was provisionally established that a 
portrait which had long hung at Hatchlands, East Clandon, the family home for many years 
of Alec Cobbe and his ancestors, was the original of “The Janssen Portrait,” thought to be the 
most convincing contender as a portrait of William Shakespeare from life. Mr. Cobbe’s family 
tradition was that it depicted Sir Walter Raleigh, but the date and inscription suggest that it is 
genuinely a life portrait of Shakespeare painted some eight years before his death.

Guildford Arts staged their Summer Festival show at the Mill Studio in July, sponsored by 
Baker Tilly, with an excellent display featuring nationally known and local artists.  Perhaps the 
most striking exhibits were the contasting landscapes of David Tress, Judith Gardner and Jane 
Allison.

The Herald Players gave a most interesting performance of Glyn Maxwell’s award-winning 
play “The Lifeblood” in August, not in the Castle Grounds as usual but on the open space 
immediately in front of the Great Tower/Keep itself, using the tower most imaginatively as 
a backdrop for the various scenes.  The play, centred on the Babington Plot of 1586 which 
trapped Mary Queen of Scots and resulted in her execution, was not so much a traditional 
historical drama as a study of the stresses affecting loyalty and betrayal.  It was unfortunate 
that, in contrast with July’s heatwave, the weather was chilly with a whistling wind on several 
nights; noise from the nearby pub was also a distraction.  Nevertheless both the production 
team and the cast deserve the highest praise for the imaginative staging and performance of a 
play which won “Best Play” at the Edinburgh Fringe in 2004.

The Red Biddy Gallery in Shalford exhibited an unusual “sculpture” in August - an eight foot 
high robot by Michael Turner made entirely out of recycled scrap stainless steel.

The Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, opened a competition called “Battle of the Bands” at 
the Electric Theatre in September, designed to encourage local talent; it was supported by 
Guildford Borough Council, taking part in the county-wide Live and Direct young people’s 
music project.

Paul Steventon, the local wildlife artist better known as Ellwood, not only opened his own 
gallery at Ripley in September but succeeded in attracting his idol David Shepherd, doyen of 
British wildlife painters, to perform the opening ceremony.

Guildford United Reformed Church Musical Society presented a most interesting performance 
by the 18-year-old organist Jonathan Hope in September.  He demonstrated great virtuosity in a 
programme spanning the centuries from J.S.Bach to one of his own compositions.

A new sculpture by Jane Jones, featuring three athletic dancers, was installed in the forecourt 
of the premises of Baker Tilly, an eye-catching display facing what is still known to some local 
residents as “the AA roundabout” at the junction of London Road, Boxgrove Road and Parkway.  
Baker Tilly were also awarded the Guildford Society’s Design Award for environmental 
improvement in recognition of its involvement with the arts and wider community.
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The competition for a local artist to paint a recognisable landmark or landscape within the 
Borough or Surrey Hills, to feature in the first calendar of the area, was won in October by 
Katherine Peek with a picture of the Mill Studio; her prize was £1,000, donated by Hamptons 
International.  Together with 11 other pictures it was exhibited at the Forest Gallery, as a 
preliminary to being issued as a calendar available from the Tourist Information Centre and 
Guildford House Gallery.

The Civic Concert at the Cathedral in October was also the opening concert of The Guildford 
Philharmonic Orchestra’s 2006/7 season.  The programme was three works by Beethoven, the 
overture to Egmont, the Violin Concerto in D and the Eroica Symphony No. 3.  The soloist in 
the violin concerto was Chloe Hanslip, the local girl who appeared in the Young Artists Concert 
in Guildford as long ago as 2001, and has now built herself an international reputation.  The 
orchestra was conducted by Barry Wordsworth, the Conductor Laureate of the BBC Concert 
Orchestra.  It was a pity that the dubious acoustics of the Cathedral marred the occasion for 
some, but it was all the same a feast of familiar but still overwhelming music. 

The Guildford Art Society’s annual exhibition was displayed at Guildford House Gallery in 
late autumn.  Together with a large number of paintings it included statuary and glasswork.  
The paintings were dominated by land- and seascapes, many local, but ranging over a very 
wide area in Britain and abroad.  The over-all standard was excellent and demonstrated that 
Guildford could attain as high a standard in visual art as in music.

The annual report on the Electric Theatre’s 2005/6 season showed that it staged 107 shows 
more than the previous year and made £35,000 more profit, in spite of losing some £34,000 in 
revenue from the Academy of Contemporary Music and having to pay a duty technician to be 
present at all shows for health and safety reasons.  Particular generators of extra business were 
the Film Society and the hiring out of conference facilities.

Guildford Opera Company put on an excellent production of “Die Fledermaus” (Johann 
Strauss the younger) for their 35th anniversary (see also “Anniversaries and Birthdays”).  
Playing to almost full houses at the Electric Theatre, it gave an opportunity for audiences to 
make a donation to the Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice on their way out.

The Watts Gallery in Compton, which narrowly failed to win the BBC TV series “Restoration” 
earlier in the year, was in December promised a contribution of £4.3M towards its £10M Hope 
Appeal by the Heritage Lottery Fund, which would at least be enough to rainproof the roof 
and provide long-term support for its running costs; this was to be in additon to the donations 
raised from the public (currently about £1M) and after that sum had been spent.  There could 
be no doubt that the gallery’s exposure on television had helped enormously towards drawing 
in funds towards the appeal. The gallery also benefited from a seminar given by the Prince of 
Wales’s Regeneration Trust in February, where advice was given by experts on the commercial 
and development aspects of restoring historic buildings and moving forward with a robust and 
practical business plan.  The Prince is a keen observer of “Restoration.”  A further £50,000 
came from a Community Project Fund Grant from Guildford Borough Council in March (see 
also “Town Centre, Heritage and Tradition”).

Guildord Choral Society’s concert “An English Christmas,” under the baton of Hilary Davan 
Whetton and also featuring the BBC Concert Orchestra and the Middle School Chamber Choir 
from St. Catherine’s School, Bramley, was broadcast on BBC Radio 3 in December.  The 
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centrepiece was Vaughan Williams’ “Hodie,” together with his “Fantasia on Christmas Carols.” 
After this very well reviewed concert the Society recorded these two works at the Cadogan Hall 
in January for release as a CD under the Naxos label later in 2007.

GATA celebrated the tenth anniversary of the opening of the Electric Theatre with a Gala 
Evening in January presenting extracts from past shows and anecdotes from the many groups 
who have performed at the theatre.  The evening was hosted by the President of GATA and the 
Friends organisation, Hon. Freeman Bill Bellerby, himself approaching his 90th birthday.

The Guildford Symphony Orchestra Jellinek Awards, given at the annual concert held in 
memory of violinist Una Clark in February at the Royal Grammar School, were presented to 
a variety of young and extremely talented players, accompanied by the Orchestra under the 
baton of Darrell Davison.  The winners were:- Emily Hooker (piano), Harriet Murray (violin), 
Theresa Traynor (saxophone), Joshua Fayal-Burke (violin) and Misako Osada (piano). 

An eight week exhibition started at Guildford House Gallery in March celebrating the history 
of the town in water colour, oil, photography and prints from the 18th century to the present 
day.  Some of the distant views of the town, displayed in the Garden Room, were most striking 
but perhaps the “piece de resistance” was the large oil painting of the High Street in 1849 by 
Henry Pether.  The pictures have been collected by Guildford Borough Council over many 
years and gave an opportunity for all those interested in our town to appreciate its changing 
iconography.  The exhibition also included a civic costume borrowed from Guildford museum, 
whose curator, Matthew Alexander, gave a talk in April on “Guildford Through the Artist’s 
Eyes.”  A number of events for young people was also held.
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EDUCATION & SCHOOLS

St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School was in April awarded the Basic 
Skills Quality Mark by the Local Education Authority representing the Basic Skills Agency 
for developing English and Maths and encouraging parents to become involved with their 
children’s learning. 

21 Guildford Schools took part in April in the County Council’s Safe Routes to School Golden 
Boots Challenge.  Encouraged by Freddy the Fox, the county mascot, they explored various 
alternative ways of travelling to school in preference to being brought by car, maintaining a 
journal for four weeks in order to provide a standard of comparison for future use.

The Royal Grammar School’s new art department studios, comprising two examination 
studios, sculpture studio, departmental library, digital media suite and gallery space, as well 
as the refurbished science block, were opened by Bruce Russell, head of fine art at Kingston 
University, in April.

Boxgrove Primary School, which has cultivated international relations over several years, 
welcomed a group of Estonian visitors in May to exchange ideas on environmentally friendly 
ways of travelling to school.  The visit was part of the County Council’s participation in a 
European project called “Changing Lifestyles, Attitudes and Behaviour” and Surrey has already, 
through its Golden Boot Challenge, been quoted as an example of good practice by the project.  
Pupils, staff and Freddy Fox, the Safe Routes to School mascot, all joined in discussions with 
the Estonian visitors, who found their trip enjoyable and interesting.

The Jigsaw School, an independent day school which educates children with autistic disorders, 
has received a new Variety Club minibus, thanks in part to a £1,000 donation from the local 
branch of the Winkle Club, three of whose committee members raised £320 by taking part in 
the Surrey Advertiser and Rotary Club of Guildford charity walk in April.

Queen Eleanor’s School in Onslow Village received £1,000 in May from White Lion Walk, 
the shopping mall in the town centre, to support plans to build a new pedestrian shelter, so 
encouraging parents to have their children walk to school. 

Pupils at St. Theresa’s, Effingham, won a competition which allowed them to appear with the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra in May at the Cadogan Hall in a performance of the children’s 
musical “The Zambezi Tales - an African Journey.”

Two local teachers, Pip Bridge, head of Boxgrove Primary School, and Mike Danson of 
Bushy Hill Junior School won major awards at the 2006 South East Teaching Awards.  Mrs. 
Bridge, who has been head of Boxgrove for 17 years, was overall winner in her category 
and won the Promethean Teaching Award for Headteacher of the Year in a Primary School, 
while Mr. Danson received a distinction in the category for the Ted Wragg Award for Lifetime 
Achievement.  All those who have met and/or worked with these two outstanding teachers will 
know how fully merited these awards are.

A service to mark the closure of St. Francis Primary School, Westborough, (see previous 
year’s Report) was held in July.  Ex pupils and staff were invited to this emotional occasion, 
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which was necessitated by a number of factors, especially falling pupil numbers in recent 
years.

A number of long-serving head and assistant head teachers began their well-earned retirement 
at the end of the summer term.  Margaret Fordyce had been at St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary 
School for 26 years, specialising in art and English and finishing as assistant head, and a series 
of celebrations and reunions was held to mark the occasion.  Paul Wood had been head of 
Tillingbourne Junior School for 14 years, while Mary Prescott had served for 17 years, 9 as 
head, at St. Teresa’s, Effingham.

Local schools once again had many successes to report when the A Level results came out in 
August.  Among the state schools George Abbot led the way, with 84% of entrants passing with 
a grade between A and C and an average performance equivalent to one A and two B grades.  
Five pupils qualified to take up places at Oxford or Cambridge.  Guildford College, Guildford 
County School and St. Peter’s also had results to be proud of.  Among the independent schools, 
Guildford High School, Tormead and the Royal Grammar School had very nearly perfect sets 
of results.

G.C.S.E. results were also very good, with perfect or near-perfect scores at the three major 
independent schools and George Abbot leading the way among the Local education Authority 
schools at 79% A* - C grades (up 5% from the previous year).  However, perhaps the most 
significant results were achieved by King’s College; their results - 60% A* - C grades, up 9% 
from the previous year, with a third of all pupils achieving ten or more grades of C and above 
- were immensely encouraging.

Guildford Grove Primary School’s new garden, known as “The Lost Courtyard,” selected in 
2004 for the Royal Horticultural Society’s Flourish Campaign and constructed in a drab area of 
the school’s playground, was opened in August in front of a 50-strong group of dignitaries.  Its 
progress had been monitored by TV crews from TwoFour Productions and included a pond and 
wildlife area as well as plants and flowers.  The idea was to provide a safe, restful and reflective 
area where children could choose to sit quietly, talk to friends or relax away from the noisier 
elements.

Plans were approved in September for the rebuilding of Christ’s College and Pond Meadow 
Schools in Larch Avenue, Bellfields, to a design strongly supported by the Commission for 
Architecture in the Built Environment.  Christ’s College, on three storeys, would cater for 600 
pupils and Pond Meadow for 90 pupils with special needs.

Lesley Falconer succeeded Mary Prescott as head of St. Theresa’s Effingham in September.  
Her specialist subject is biology and she has been teaching for 20 years, most recently at More 
House School in Knightsbridge.

St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School, Merrow, came under criticism in 
September when it announced that it wished to sell about half the Greencroft playing field 
space at the back of Horseshoe Lane West, which was surplus to their requirements.  Although 
no detailed plans had been made some local residents were concerned about what might take 
the place of the open space.



Report of The Honorary Remembrancer 2006/2007

23

Surrey County Council figures released in October gave a total of 85 pupils found on the streets 
of Guildford when they should have been at school - 11% of the total for the whole county.  All 
too often it had been clear that such pupils have been truanting with the connivance of their 
parents.  However the total number of truants discovered in Surrey has been falling over the 
last three years.

Dan Pullen (18) completed a new playhouse in October for Onslow Infants School, where 
he himself began his education.  It was part of his A Level Design and Technology studies at 
Guildford County School and took him six months of work and £1,000, partly from Onslow 
Infants School and the County School, but 20% from himself.  After a couple of gap years Dan 
intends to study construction management at university. 

St. Peter’s Catholic Comprehensive School in Merrow was presented in September with an 
International Schools Award for its commitment to the promtion of world peace.  It has formed 
a link with Lutengo United College in Uganda, whose educational director had visited St. 
Peter’s in the previous November.  A visit to Uganda by staff is planned in order to determine 
how best (in parnership with the University of Surrey) to help the Ugandan School.  St. Peter’s 
also has a partnership with Martin Buber Oberschule in Berlin and links with a college in 
Northern Ireland.  It is negotiating links in Palestine.

It was announced in October that Sandfield Primary School, Stoke Road, was to have solar 
panels installed on the roof of the school hall.  These would cost £31,500 to save £400 a year 
in electricity and was regarded as a long-term green investment.

George Abbot School this year won the International Schools Award given by the Department 
for Education and Science for schools developing global citizenship for its commitment to 
enhancing development with education in India and other countries.  This was the second time 
the school had won the award, and it is now qualified to work as an ISA school for the next three 
years.  The school’s main work was with the MSMSV school in Jaipur; the head, Mr. Moloney, 
together with Mrs. Bridge of Boxgrove Junior School, had recently visited Jaipur, and pupils 
from both schools had visited their opposite numbers over the previous year.  The school 
was also presented with a cheque for £3,000 as a prize for winning the “Times Educational 
Supplement” World Link Award for Secondary Schools.  This will be divided with the MSMSV 
school and a poorer school on the outskirts of Jaipur.

Both George Abbot and Guildford County Schools received outstandingly good reports from 
OFSTED during the autumn term.  At George Abbot the sixth form, leadership and management, 
and international links were singled out for particular praise (though there was room for 
improvement in the Key Stage 4 course), while the County School’s clear vision and leadership, 
together with the pupils’ enjoyment of learning and positive contribution to the community and 
cultural development received especial remark.  In addition, Howard of Effingham School, 
Puttenham C of E Infant School and Holy Trinity C of E Aided Junior School were picked out 
by OFSTED as outstanding during the year.  George Abbot was the highest ranked secondary 
school in Surrey in a list published by the Sunday Times in November.

Guildford College was visited in November by a group of 34 college principals from Russia 
on a fact-finding tour to learn about good skills practice and creation and management of 
employer relationships.  Ashley Rowlands, the College’s International Director, had already 
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been to Russia to deliver a paper on the subject to some 300 Russian principals; it was likely 
that the College would be awarded contracts to assist in the modernisation process.

Tim Young, headmaster of the Royal Grammar School, retired at the end of the autumn 
term after almost 15 very successful years in which he built on and enhanced the work of his 
predecessors, during which the RGS has become one of the leading academic schools in the 
country.  As the Chairman of Governors said in paying a warm tribute to him Mr. Young had 
been a superb leader both to staff and boys.  Mr. Young, now 55, left to become a director 
looking after the educational aspect of the Rank Organisation.  His successor, Dr. Jon Cox, 
began his duties at the beginning of term in January.

The launch of the Mid Surrey School Sports Partnership in December gave an impetus worth 
£700,000 to school sport across the borough and was celebrated with a multi-sports activity 
day at George Abbot School.  The aim of this initiative is to ensure that 85% of children have 
access to two hours of high quality physical education and sport each week.  As the Mayor, 
Cllr, Angela Gunning, remarked, this programme fitted in excellently with the theme of her 
Mayoral Year, “Sport for All” (qv.).

The College of Law’s Guildford Centre received the Law Society’s commendable practice 
grade (the highest) for all six assessment areas of its Legal Practice Course in December, 
following a three day inspection visit in November.

It was clear from reading different newspapers that varying methods of ranking Surrey’s 
primary schools in tables according to their SAT results had been adopted; however all agreed 
that Guildford’s highest ranking primary school, coming either first or second in all lists, was 
Burpham Foundation Primary School, while Holy Trinity, Boxgrove and, in one list, Sandfield, 
were within the first dozen.  All had results well above the Surrey, let alone the national, 
average.

Bushy Hill Junior School, Merrow, received £2,700 from the Awards for All scheme run 
by the National Lottery in January to purchase musical instruments and enhance its already 
impressive record of musical involvement.

Key Stage 3 SAT results in the Borough were again impressive, with George Abbot, Howard 
of Effingham and St. Peter’s vying for bragging rights.  

There was, however, a cloud over Howard of Effingham when in March many parents living 
in East and West Horsley learned that their children had been refused admission to this popular 
school but were instead to be sent as far away as Stoughton, Woking or Leatherhead.  This 
caused considerable anger among parents affected, who set up a campaigning and fundraising 
group, supported by the local M.P., Sir Paul Beresford.  A similar problem, it emerged, affected 
children at Shere Infant School, who were being allocated places at seven different primary 
schools, instead of, as normal, all going on to Tillingbourne Junior School.  For both sets 
of children the unwelcome allocation would mean not only separation from their friends but 
considerable inconvenient journeys to and from school.

At the end of the year no final decision had been taken on the future of Thornchace School (see 
previous year’s Report), although there were only four girls at the school; however, the schools 
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group of the Schools Organisation Committee objected to the county Council’s proposals for 
closure and the decision was referred to an independent adjudicator.
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FESTIVALS AND SHOWS

The Guildford Lions Easter Show took place at Shalford Park on Easter Monday, attended 
by the Mayor, Cllr. Tamsy Baker, and Anne Milton M.P., together with thousands of others.  It 
was blessed with fine weather for most of the day and the highlight was a display by the Sealed 
Knot, the well-known Civil War re-enactment society.  The Solent Eagles Display Team of 
young motor-cyclists also gave a fascinating display, while there was the usual variety of side-
shows of all descriptions.

The Guildford Balloon Festival was held at Loseley Park over the May Bank Holiday week-
end, although the weather was not entirely kind.  It included “nightglows” at dusk on the 
Saturday and Sunday, together with monster truck and kite shows, a travelling theme park and 
a Harley Davidson display.  The star of the show was an enormous balloon (the largest in the 
country) carrying 20 passengers.  However, there were complaints that the show was over-
priced and under-organised.

The Merrist Wood Summer Show was held at the campus in Worplesdon in May and enjoyed 
by 7,000 visitors, in spite of very poor weather.  Attractions included pole climbing, helicopter 
flights, tractor driving, children’s activities and animal handling (including the splendid Fuller’s 
Brewery team of shire horses).  Nine bands performed five hours of non-stop music.

The weather was none too kind to the Surrey County Show in May, for Stoke Park suffered 
half a dozen sharp showers; however this completely failed to dampen either the spirits or 
the numbers of visitors, who flocked to the Show in greater numbers than ever, to judge by 
the state of the car parks; in fact, the number of visitors was 35,000.  In addition to the usual 
displays of farm animals, hunters and riding horses and ponies, the central raison d’etre of the 
Show, the high points included performances by a number of bands especially that of the Light 
Division, the Jason Smyth Stunt Motorbikes, a Polo Display by the Hurtwood Polo Club, a 
Falconry display and, as is traditional, a parade of the Surrey Union Hunt.  A novel feature was 
an exciting Heavy Horse Relay Race arranged by Roger Dodson.  There was, as always, an 
enormous variety of trade stalls and exhibitions by various clubs and agencies, together with 
all the fun of the fair. 

The Guildford Summer Festival ran from the last week in June to the end of July with a larger 
number of events than ever, many of which are recorded separately in this Report.  It included 
musical, dramatic and literary events, a full programme of free guided walks, a number of 
aquatic and children’s events, including the traditional Guildford Lions Raft Race and the 
usual craft festival in the High Street.  See separate notices for Guilfest, the Guildford Cricket 
Festival, the Town Centre Cycle Races and the John Russell exhibition.

Guilfest in mid-July received welcome and essential publicity in advance from the BBC.  The 
event, the 15th annual Guilfest, was a great success, although there were complaints about 
the noise generated from as far away as Onslow Village.  The weather was superb, numbers 
of visitors in the tens of thousands and every conceivable type of modern music (not all the 
older generation were willing to call it music) blared out from the eight stages.  Among the 
stars of the show was the 129-strong George Abbot School choir, but a series of well-known 
bands and individuals, especially Donovan, Stereo MCs and The Stranglers, drew the crowds 
to the main stage.  There was very little public order trouble, but 399 people were treated for 
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various health problems and 27 taken to hospital.  Sadly, one young man died, apparently from 
natural causes.  The whole event was yet again a real triumph for organiser Tony Scott and, 
whatever the damage to the eardrums of nearby residents, there could be no doubt of the overall 
economic benefit to the town.  The festival was named in the autumn as the UK’s best family 
festival at a ceremony organised by Virtual Festivals.  In spite of its excellence the Festival 
lost some £100,000 owing to rapidly rising costs; however, the Borough Council confirmed its 
support for 2007.

Guildford Cricket Festival opened in blazing sunshine in July on the day on which the highest 
temperature ever recorded in July was achieved just down the road at Wisley.  The opening 
match, against Somerset, was, however, brought to a premature close by rain on the Saturday 
- perhaps to the relief of some of the crowd since it was heading for an extremely high-scoring 
draw.  The main feature from a Guildford point of view was that Rikki Clarke, whose cricket 
was developed at the local club, scored his first ever first-class double century, while Jade 
Dernbach bowled with some success in Surrey’s win over 40 overs against Kent on the Sunday.  
The major star, however, was Justin Langer of Australia and Somerset with a score of 342 for 
the visitors in the Championship match.

Ash Music Festival, now in its twentieth year, raised more than £2,000 for Lynn Faulds Wood 
bowel cancer charity.  Almost 1,000 people attended to listen to five live bands and enjoy the 
usual stalls and children’s amusements.  The event was organised by Mike Armitage of the 
Lion’s Brewery.

Guildford Book Festival took place over a fortnight in October, with 110 events featuring all 
kinds of literature, including some works (e.g. on architecture and cookery) that are not usually 
thought of as literature.  Among well-known authors appearing were historians David Starkey, 
Antonia Fraser, Judith Flanders and Nicolette Jones,  novelist and comedienne Sandi Toksvig 
(a patron of the Festival), Miles Kington and Fay Weldon among many others.  Broadcasters 
and actors included Terry Wogan, George Alagiah and Maureen Lipman.  An event new to the 
Festival was Reader’s Day at the Electric Theatre, while during the second week (schools’ half-
term) there was a host of events for children.  In all, a wonderfully varied programme whose 
standard improves every year. 

Guildford International Music Festival, mounted jointly by the University of Surrey and 
Guildford Borough Council, was held during the middle fortnight in March   With some sixty 
events it was difficult to categorise or select particular shows, but some outstanding ones were 
“Sculpted Sound,” the opening event, guitarists John Williams and John  Etheridge, the Orchestra 
of the Age of Enlightenment, the Brodsky String Quartet and the rousing Festival Finale with 
the London Contemporary Gospel Choir, including a special Gospel Song for Guildford.  This 
was a quite outstanding programme, organised by Patricia Grayburn, the Festival Executive 
Director, to whom the thanks of the whole community are due.
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GUILDFORD PEOPLE & ORGANISATIONS

The mayor, Cllr. Tamsy Baker, hosted a lunch for Her Majesty the Queen and Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh, at the Guildhall on Maundy Thursday after the service at the Cathedral.  
The lunch was also attended by a number of community representatives selected by the Mayor, 
mainly on the grounds of long, effective and loyal service in some of the more unspectacular 
roles within the community.  Before arriving at the Guildhall the royal couple took a short walk 
up the High Street and on arrival were presented with a plum cake, as has been the custom on 
every royal visit since Her Majesty’s first visit to the town in 1957.

The Guildford Society, that indispensable watchdog over the town’s affairs, found itself in 
difficulty at the beginning of the year, since John Baylis had decided to give up the arduous 
post of Chairman and it became clear that no-one was willing to take up the burden.  The 
problem was solved, temporarily it was hoped, by electing four vice-chairmen, one from 
each of the four main divisions of the Society, who would take it in turns to chair the main 
committee; considerable responsibilities were devolved to the four sub-committees, which 
should ease the burden on a future chairman when one emerged - and it was recognised that 
a major organisation such as the Guildford Society needed such a central figure to act as its 
public face.  Meanwhile, the important work of the Society continued seamlessly.  In January 
the Society’s newsletter reported that the new format was working well, although a chairman 
was still sought.  The newsletter contained some most interesting articles in addition to the 
usual thorough consideration of planning matters; in particular, Marjorie Williams (see below) 
contributed an article on the Guildford Tour Guides, there was a fascinating profile of Rowland 
Sidwell, curator of the Guildhall and tenor extrordinaire, and another of Claud Powell, the 
founder of the Guildford Symphony Orchestra and prime mover, with Dorothy Owens, of 
Guildford’s musical renaissance after the First World War.  In addition there was an interesting 
history of the Centenary Hall in Chapel Street.  Although the lecture programme was facing 
difficulties, much could be learned by all interested in the town, its environment and history, 
from a perusal of the Society’s publications.

Permission was given in April by Guildford Borough Council for the building of the 
controversial Stoughton Community Centre (see previous year’s Report) in Queen Elizabeth 
Park.  Residents of the Park had strongly opposed this provision, while Stoughton Community 
Association had been equally supportive.

Ben Richards of Bellfields won a place on the ice cream firm Ben & Jerry’s Climate Change 
College programme as one of only three British young people to join three Dutch colleagues 
in May to study the effects of climate change in Greenland with the Dutch polar explorer Marc 
Corneissen and the World Wildlife Fund.  They would also work on the polar ice-cap with 
researches and scientists from the Scott Polar Institute.  Ben’s involvement in the project was 
to last far beyond the polar visit, for he would remain an ambassador for it until 2008.

Cllr. Stuart Carter (Ash South and Tongham) set off in May to run round Loch Ness, a distance 
of 53 miles, in order to raise £5,000 for the Richard House Children’s Hospice near Canary 
Wharf in London.  In the past he has run the London Marathon, the length of Basingstoke Canal 
and, in 2005, the length of Hadrian’s Wall.
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During the Spring Bank Holiday teams of volunteers supported the Ready4Action campaign 
by clearing brambles and litter and painting shabby features at Emmanuel Church, Stoughton, 
and Shepherds Hill, Westborough and Park Barn.  The activities were organised by the Matrix 
Trust, a Christian charity enabling organisations such as churches, individuals, businesses and 
charities to invest directly in community-based youth work.

1st Rydes Hill Guides acquired a new adult leader in May in the person of Sue Herbert, who 
was inspired to offer her help when she visited the stand at the Queen Elizabeth Park fete in 
September.

Sue Doughty, the former M.P. narrowly defeated in the 2005 General Election, was re-adopted 
as the Liberal Democrat candidate for the constituency in May.

The Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning chaired a meeting organised by Guildford Walking Forum 
under the title of “Smarter Drivers=Safer Guildford” in June.  After her welcome, in which 
she linked her mayoral theme of Sport for All with the idea of enabling walkers, cyclists and 
motorists to share space safely, Cllr. Keith Chesterton, the Chairman of Guildford Walking 
Forum, explained that walkers depended on drivers for their safety and that better behaviour 
benefited everyone.  Topics covered during the meeting covered schools’ Walking Buses, the 
problems and needs of the elderly and disabled, the need for drivers to relax - “Slow down, leave 
a bigger gap, be courteous” - a series of group discussions and some alarming but impressive 
facts about excessive speed.  There were also quizzes about attitudes to driving and knowledge 
of road signs, while before the end those attending were invited to sign pledges committing 
themselves to considerate behaviour on the roads.  Sponsors of the event were Yeomans Honda 
and the event was held at the Electric Theatre.

Angie Ray of Jacob’s Well set up a website called “Special Needs 4 U” early in the year after 
her experience of bringing up her autistic son.  The website is designed to help those with 
special needs and their carers and especially to relieve the sense of isolation and loneliness 
that so often accompanies the situation.  There are various forums dedicated to specific areas 
such as education, funding, diagnostic information, travel and leisure opportunities and chat 
rooms.

Steps were being taken in July to improve community spirit in Park Barn.  A large banner 
bearing the message “We love Park Barn” was set up at the main roundabout at the entrance to 
the estate, while a newsletter was circulated and a public meeting held, with the idea of getting 
community association plans put into effect.  Another project led by the Borough Council, was 
to return the Fir Tree Open Space in Bellfields to community use, with a ball court for teenagers 
and a prospective garden area.  Meanwhile residents were continuing to maintain an eight acre 
community garden in Westborough Woods and so enhancing an important open space.

Guildford Model Engineering Society celebrated its 39th year with its annual Model Steam 
Rally and Exhibition at Burchatts in July with displays of models, trips on the miniature railway, 
a parade of traction engines, a radio-controlled model boat and a number of trade stalls.

Helen Sutherland, Director to Guildford Borough Council, retired at the end of July at the 
end of thirty years of service in which she won both the respect and affection of all.  The 
Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, hosted a farewell reception at the Guildhall and paid a warm and 
affectionate tribute to her, listing many of her achievements during her time with the Council 
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and paying tribute to her “wise advice and counsel” and “sharp sense of humour.” Helen replied 
equally wittily with reminiscences of some of the odder events of her thirty years within the 
Council’s legal department.  Having been presented with a fine bouquet she in turn gave the 
Mayor a beautiful fleece from her own sheep, which some of the more inventive members 
present decided should be worn in future by the Mayor on official occasions as a memento of 
the ancient source of Guildford’s wealth.

Another long-serving community stalwart, Sylvia Bateman, retired in July after 24 years of 
teaching Guildford to swim, first at the old Bedford Road sports centre and later at Spectrum.  
Presentations were made to her at a reception at Spectrum attended by colleagues and pupils.  
It was calculated that she had taught more than 100,000 local children to swim, from complete 
non-swimmers up to advanced bronze, silver or gold standards.

A report on local surnames issued by the University of Central London in August showed that 
Jelly occurred more commonly in Guildford than anywhere else in the country. 

The Guildford-Farnham section of National Cycle Network’s Route 22 was opened in 
September, providing a safe and quiet route for cyclists and walkers, as a result of a continuing 
partnership between Surrey County Council and Sustrans, the sustainable transport charity.

It was announced in September that the Child Safety Equipment Loan Scheme, which provided 
and fitted stair gates, fire-guards and child locks under the auspices of Guildford Association 
of Voluntary Services would close at the end of the month after 11 years of operation owing to 
lack of funding from those organisations which had previously sponsored the service.

Torrential rain flooded parts of the town in September and early October, especially on 
Ladymead outside Currys and PC World.  A fortnight later many telephones were still out of 
order across Park Barn and Onslow Village.

Steps were being taken in the autumn towards the formation of a Westborough Residents’ 
Group, in order to fight what had for some time been perceived as over-development in North 
Guildford, leading to the loss of allotments and school buildings, together with the threat to the 
Royal Surrey County Hospital (see “Medicine”).  The core of the drive towards a new group 
was the existing Westborough Allotment Self Help Association, which was in dispute with the 
Council during the previous year over a planning issue, but it was hoped to bring in residents 
from Park Barn and Broadacres.

The new Bicentenary Glasshouse at the RHS Gardens, Wisley, received its first plants and 
trees in October - the first-fruits of the £7.7M project due to open in summer 2007.  Plants 
from the old greenhouses would be moved in in due course to accompany the new, the whole 
giving immensely more greenhouse space, part of which would be used for seasonal displays 
as appropriate.

The annual fireworks display organised by Guildford Lions took place in Stoke Park in 
November, thanks to a generous donation of £12,000 from Paul Foy of ezylet.co.uk, and also 
£5,000 from Baker Tilly, without which the event would probably have had to be cancelled.  
On a fine night, the event was started by the usual torchlight procession from the Guildhall, led 
by the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, and a record crowd attended, raising the excellent sum of 
£11,000 for various charities.
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Guildford’s M.P., Anne Milton, became shadow minister for tourism in November.

George Shaw (78), a market trader in North Street for 43 years, retired at the end of the year.  
He first came to Guildford in 1963 after leaving the family business in Camberwell and has 
many memories of the changes to the centre of town during his long association with it.

Marjorie Williams retired in November after 24 years as a town guide, and was presented with 
a fine cut-glass bowl by the mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, at a farewell party in the Guildhall.  
Mrs. Williams, who used to be a teacher of English had dedicated her spare time for many years 
to designing, promoting and leading tours around the town on a variety of themes, including the 
popular Hallowe’en Ghost Walk. 

Peter Gordon of 96.4 The Eagle celebrated his 40th birthday with a marathon 40 hour broadcast 
for charity in February, which raised more than £15,000 for charities such as Cherry Trees and 
other respite care charities.  A number of celebrities took part at various times during the event, 
which lasted from Tuesday afternoon to early on Thursday morning.

The Wey River Time Bank was launched in March to operate in Bellfields, Slyfield, Park Barn 
and Westborough and exchange peoples’ skills on the basis that one hour of, say, a gardener’s 
or decorator’s time could be exchanged for one hour of, for instance, an accountant’s or music 
teacher’s.  The project is jointly funded by Guildford Healthy Living Programme, Global 
Grants, Surrey County Council, the Henry Smith Charity and Awards for all, and is one of 
about 80 such nation-wide.
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HONOURS, APPOINTMENTS & AWARDS

The Hogs Back Brewery in April won the award for Supreme Champion Winter Beer of 
Britain 2006 for its A Over T (Aromas Over Tongham) barley wine when the Campaign for 
Real Ale held its National Winter Ales festival.  It was described by the judges as “of a deep 
tawny colour and is complex and powerful yet well balanced.  The beer has fruity notes with 
hints of chocolate and raisins.”

Several local people were honoured in the Queen’s Birthday Honours in June.  Among them 
were:- Michael Aaronson, C.B.E., of Normandy, until 2005 director-general of Save the 
Children, who was appointed Knight Bachelor: John Calcutt of Guildford, chief executive of 
English Partnerships, appointed C.B.E. for his services to social housing and urban regeneration: 
Malcolm Parry, director of Surrey Research Park, appointed O.B.E. for services to business 
and education: Superintendent Martin Parker, serving at Mount Browne and responsible 
for Surrey’s Criminal Justice Department, awarded the Queen’s Police Medal: and Gerry 
Middleton-Stewart, head of registry at Mount Browne, responsible for the force’s corporate 
memory and archives and curator of its museum, appointed M.B.E.

Guildford College’s Merrist Wood campus won several medals at the Hampton Court Flower 
Show, including a gold medal for the college’s official entry, a garden entitled Immaculate 
Square designed by Alison Sloga, who had graduated with distinction from the garden diploma 
course at Merrist Wood the previous year.  A garden designed by another former student, Wayne 
Richards, and entitled The Danger of Need, also won a gold medal.

Sarah More-Molyneux, president of Surrey St. John Ambulance, was honoured for her ten 
years of service and dedication by being invested at the Priory Church of Clerkenwell as a 
Serving Sister of the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem.  The order, 
a 19th century English adaptation of the original Knights of St. John founded in Rome in 1080, 
has the Queen as its sovereign. 

Shere Drop,  the flagship beer of Surrey Hills Brewery in Shere, won the bronze award at the 
Great British Beer Festival at Earls Court in August.

Professor David Kirby, Professor of Entrepreneurship at the University of Surrey received a 
Distinguished Scholar Award at the 20th Anniversary Reserarch Symposium on Marketing in 
Chicago in recognition of his pioneering contribution to this field over 20 years, one of only 
six scholars to be so recognised.  Earlier in the year he had been awarded the Queen’s Award 
for Enterprise Promotion.

A development of 12 environmentally friendly homes in Normandy was visited by 
representatives of the Housing Corporation in August and awarded the EcoHomes excellent 
rating.  The development, on Borough owned land at Manor Farm, consists of semi-detached 
houses designed to be cost effective and to reduce the impact of carbon dioxide emissions, 
with triple-glazed windows, super-insulated walls, low water use lavatories, spray taps and 
low energy light fittings.  They were designed by Greenoak Housing Association in partnership 
with Guildford Borough and Normandy Parish Councils.
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A new project, Guildford Style Awards, part of a larger attempt to “rebrand” and enhance the 
image of the town, was launched in September.  Nominations were invited in the following 
categories:- Community Neighbour: Building of the Year: Visitor Attraction of the Year: Best 
Restaurant, Bar or Entertainment Venue: Best Cultural Event: The Guildford Green: Customer 
Service: Best Broadband Initiative: Best Hotel or Guest Accommodation: Workplace of the 
Year: Most Inspirational Teacher or Lecturer: Student of the Year.

The first winners, announced in December, were:-

	 Workplace of the Year:- Chase Hospice Care:
	 Guildford Green:- Tunsgate Square Shopping Centre:
	 Customer Service:- Cubitt and West:
	 Visitor Attraction:- Surrey Hills Llamas:
	 Best Hotel or Guest Accommodation:- Asperion:
	 Best Broadband Initiative:- Oakleaf Enterprise:
	 Best Cultural Event:- “Much Ado About Nothing” staged by Guildford Shakespeare 	
	 Company:
	 Building of the Year:- Weybourne House (South West Surrey Masonic Centre):
	 Best Restaurant, Bar or Entertainment Venue:- Thai Terrace:
	 Most Inspirational Teacher/Lecturer:- Jane Offler (Guildford College):
	 Student of the Year:- Daniel Seaman (Guildford College):
	 Community Neighbour:- Richard Bywater.

A team from Guildford College’s Merrist Wood campus won first prize in the Landscape 
Skills Competition 2006 at the Saltex Exhibition in Windsor..  They were Dan Seaman, Chris 
Dawes and Michael Perry, providing a massive endorsement for Merrist Woods’s reputation as 
one of the best landscape schools in the country.

Guildford had considerable success in the South East in Bloom competition whose results 
were announced in September.  The town as a whole won the Best in Category award in the 
Large Town section, while the Riverside park won the Silver Gilt award in the Country Parks 
category.  The council also won a Waterwise award for its initiative in saving water throughout 
the borough and Westborough residents won a community action award for their work on local 
woodland and open space. The judges commented, “Guildford is, yet again, one of the highest 
achievers in the competition.”

The Guildford Society Design Awards for 2006 were presented by the mayor, Cllr. Angela 
Gunning, in October.  The award for Environmental Improvement went to Jane Jones’s 
sculpture “The dancers” at the Baker Tilly offices (see “Drama, Entertainment and the Arts”), 
that for New Building to the Postgraduate Medical School of the University of Surrey (see 
“Medicine”), the Refurbishment category was won by the Chertsey Street Baptist Church (see 
previous year’s Report), while the Shop Front Award went to Steamer Trading Cookshop in the 
High Street.  The prestigious Crabtree Award was won by Abbot’s Hospital on whose behalf 
Col. Bruce Watson, Master of the Hospital, gave a witty and informative talk. 
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Awards in the Guildford in Bloom 2006 competition, sponsored by Burns & Webber, were 
presented in October by Cllr. Jen Powell at Burchatts Barn as follows:-

Best allotment: Mr. Peter Hill
Best Balcony: Jane Lai
Best hanging baskets: Gerald and Myrtle Baker
Best business in bloom: Wilky Bathroom Cenre
Best community garden: Reeve Court
Best pub garden: King’s Head, King’s Road
Best garden for wildlife: Robert Winfrow
Best large front garden: Ann Goddard
Best small front garden: Gerald and Myrtle Baker
Best school garden: Sandfield Primary School.

The Mayor’s Award for Access, run by Disability Group Guildford, was presented in November 
by the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, to Guildford Railway Station, Stoughton Road Surgery 
and the Thai Terrace Restaurant.  The award recognises efforts to adapt the workplace to meet 
the needs of those with disabilities.

Among Guildfordians recognised in the New Year Honours List were:- Darryl Jaffray, M.B.E. 
for services to dance: Prof. Kenneth Gregory, C.B.E. for services to geography and higher 
education: Dr. Henry Pearson of Detica Ltd, O.B.E. for services to the Ministry of Defence in 
the field of Information technology: Dr. John Trigg, vice-principal of Tomlinscote School and 
Sixth Form College, Frimley, for services to education - he is also well-known in Guildford 
as chairman of the Vivace Chorus.  Guildfordians were also delighted to read of the C.B.E. 
awarded to the former High Sheriff, Penelope Keith, for her charitable work.

Local Police Community Support Officer Daniel Keenen received two commendations in 
January from West Surrey Police for his prompt action in preventing a disturbance in the High 
Street on the occasion of the Queen’s visit in April.  As a man attempted to leave the pavement 
to try to stop the Queen’s car PCSO Keenen acted quickly to detain him.

Guildford Borough Council won three gold awards at the Chartered Institute of Public 
Relations South and Wessex PRide awards in February for Use of Internal Communication, 
Integrated PR Campaign and In House PR Team of the Year, against over 1,000 competitors.  
Kavanagh Communications won gold for its Relationship Management Programme with 
BAA.

Margot Clegg, Hon. President of Guildford U3A and its driving force ever since its foundation, 
was given the Queen’s Award for Education and Skills in the Spring of 2007, to the acclaim of 
the members.

Sonja Whitehead (28), a senior horticultural technician at the Merrist Wood campus of 
Guildford College, won the South East England Young Horticulturalist of the Year Award in 
March and would go on to the national finals in Dublin later in the year.
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INTERNATIONAL AND TWINNING

Our twin town of Freiburg-im-Breisgau hosted a Fair in May for all its partner towns (nine 
of them, though three were not able to attend).  Two members of the Guildford-Freiburg 
Association represented Guildford at the Fair, which was intended to give all partner towns a 
chance to promote tourism, display local produce and encourage contacts.  There was also a 
series of cultural events mounted not only by the hosts but their partners from Japan, Ukraine 
and Spain.  Guildford’s delegates felt that the visit had been extremely well worth while and had 
given them the opportunity not only to “spread the word” about Guildford but liaise with other 
towns represented.  The new chairman of the Guildford-Freiburg Association, Peter Slade, who 
replaced Hon. Ald. Mrs. Mary Lloyd-Jones after her ten years of dedicated service in May, has 
already done much to keep in touch with Freiburg and has been producing a regular newsletter 
for some years.  While Mrs. Lloyd-Jones will be much missed, the Association continues in 
good hands.

The link with Mukono was reinforced in September when Mayor Johnson Muyanja visited 
the town, together with his town engineer and town clerk.  The visit was overseen by the 
previous mayor, Cllr. Tamsy Baker, who had herself visited Mukono, and included a meeting 
with the current mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, and a series of visits around the town.  Mayor 
Muyanja expressed particular interest in Spectrum and also in Guildford’s recycling system.  A 
reciprocal visit is scheduled for the New Year.

The University of Surrey has more international links than any other institution in Guildford, 
a fact which was emphasised by two reports in September.  The first meetings of the Joint 
Executive Group and Joint Management Committees of the new Dongbei University of Finance 
and Economics - Surrey International Institute were held to prepare for the proposed operational 
launch at the end of the year (depending on final approval from the Beijing Ministry of 
Education.  The aim is to provide students from China (at both undergraduate and postgraduate 
level) with the opportunity to study for a University of Surrey degree or dual Surrey/DUFE 
degree and, it is hoped, reciprocally.  Also, Surrey won the opportunity to run a course for the 
Korean Ministry of Justice for probation officers from Seoul and other cities, with lectures 
from members of Surrey’s law department and representatives of justice professionals within 
Surrey, together with visits to Send Women’s Prison and the Youth Offending Team at Woking, 
centred on risk assessment of offenders and the problems of risk management of both adults 
and young offenders.

27 members and friends of the Guildford-Freiburg Association visited our twin town in 
September, enjoying guided tours of the city and neighbouring country areas.  The trip included 
a dinner with their Freiburg counterparts and a wine-tasting in the Kaiserstuhl district.  So far 
the visit had largely parallelled an official visit made by the Council on the occasion of the 
tenth anniversary of the twinning, but a new departure was a visit to Vauban, a mainly car-
free environment of low-energy homes.  In all, the trip was an excellent way of cementing 
friendship and parnership with our twin city.

A Finnish delegation including the Mayor of Hyvinkaa visited Guilford in February to find out 
about our approach to setting up crime partnership groups.  Guildford had been selected as 
an example of best practice by the Government Office of the South East and the visiting group 
saw how the system worked locally and gathered facts on the structure and funding processes.  
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They were welcomed by the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, who expressed her pride in the fact 
that the Safer Guildford Partnership had been selected for this demonstration.

In addition to the trip mentioned above, the Guildford-Freiburg Association enjoyed a busy 
autumn and winter.  The Churches Link held a supper and slide show in November and there 
was also an evening of films about Freiburg in the Guildhall.  The New Year party was held as 
usual in January and included a tasting of Baden wines led by the German wine expert Michael 
Schmidt and in March Peter Ritzer from the German Embassy gave a talk in the Guildhall 
(which was open to the public) entitled “Why visit Germany?  There is more to the country 
than football.”  He concentrated on three regions in Germany, especially the Land of Baden-
Wurttemburg in which Freiburg is situated.

In addition to a full description of the above events, the Association’s Spring Newsletter 
contained a number of most interesting articles, including news of young people’s exchanges 
(see “Young People, Children and Youth Organisations”), the radio link, an account of the 
importance of cycling in Freiburg, which is in effect designed perfectly for the bicycle - unlike 
Guildford! - and a most interesting article by the Mayor, Dieter Salomon, on the importance 
to the city of its twinning relationships.  In an interesting reflection of Guildford’s link with 
Mukono he give an account of Freiburg’s friendship with the Nicaraguan city of Wiwili, giving 
humanitarian aid in the areas of public health, education and the development of economic 
subsistence through agriculture.  One sad feature reported is that school exchange visits are no 
longer popular with our schools owing to health and safety regulations, which involve lengthy 
risk assessment and form-filling procedures for the teachers involved.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Guildford Borough Council’s telecare group, which provides alarms and a telephone monitoring 
service for vulnerable residents, won awards for call handling operations and dispersed alarms 
from the Telecare Services Association’s auditors in April, making the Council the only 
accredited telecare service provider in Surrey.

At Guildford Borough Council’s Annual Meeting in May Cllr. Angela Gunning was elected 
Mayor for the municipal year 2005-6.  She was proposed by Cllr. Keith Chesterton, who spoke 
warmly of her political career, and seconded by Cllr. Keith Childs, who concentrated on her 
professional career as a chemical engineer.  In returning thanks the Mayor spoke about her 
theme for the year, “Sport for All,” emphasising the importance of such sports as walking and 
cycling; she also emphasised the importance of Spectrum in contributing through sport to the 
health of the Borough.  She also said that her charity for the year would be the Mayor’s Distress 
Fund and that she would also be supporting the Guildford-Mukono link.  She invested her 
predecessor, Cllr. Tamsy Baker, with the past Mayor’s badge and in response Cllr. Baker also 
picked out the value of the Guildford-Mukono link and spoke warmly of Guildford Action, the 
charity which does much to help the vulnerable and distressed.  Cllr. Mike Nevin was elected 
Deputy Mayor, Rev. Derek Honour, Rector of St. Peter’s, Bellfields, was appointed Mayor’s 
chaplain, and Mr. Roger Marjoribanks was re-elected Hon. Remembrancer.

The petiton organised by Mr. Raschid Abdullah in favour of a Directly Elected Mayor for 
Guildford (see previous year’s Report) was ruled invalid in May because a substantial number 
of the 4,953 signatures - the minimum number needed to trigger a referendum - were found to 
be invalid for many reasons such as living outside the Borough, not being on the electoral roll, 
under-age or even fictitious.  7,067 signatures were in fact submitted, of which only 2,284 were 
valid.  In the circumstances the Council decided not to hold a referendum.

The Borough’s Executive Committee decided in May to set up a fund of £75,000 to support 
community projects such as youth, disability, sport and cultural initiatives; examples currently 
likely to be considered were the needs of the Watts Gallery, the Archery and Amateur Bowls 
Club and Guildford City Amateur Boxing Club.

It was announced in May that in the previous year the Borough had made almost £7M from 
car park charges of various kinds, of which £3.1M covered the costs of running the service 
while the remainder went back in to the general fund and helped to restrict the level of Council 
Tax.

A report on The Project to Replace the Civic Hall was presented to the Borough’s Executive 
Committee in July, presenting a number of options from which it was hoped the Council 
could make a definitive and it was to be hoped final choice of solution to the problem (see 
previous Reports).  The options were:- 1. New Build 1,200 seat capacity, cost £26.5M:  2. 
Refurbishment 1,000 seat capacity, cost £19.5M:  3. New Build 1,000 seat capacity, cost 
£19.5M:  4. The University site plan - cost uncertain, as also the division of responsibility 
and rental income.  The report argued, in brief, that (1) was simply too expensive, that (3) was 
clearly preferable to (2) since a new building could be considerably more fit for purpose than 
the old one refurbished, while the case for (4), though in many ways appealing, was beset by 
a number of uncertainties.  The report therefore recommended the acceptance of (3); however, 
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there were many thorny issues to be discussed.  This option was adopted by the Executive for 
recommendation to the full Council.  The decision was confirmed by the Council in August, 
though, owing to legal advice regarding declaration of interest, absences and abstentions, fewer 
than half the members actually voted.  The architectural team appointed to design the new Hall 
was announced in November as Austin Smith Lord. They presented their plans and elevations 
to the Civic Selection Panel in February, prior to pre-planning application consultation with 
interested parties and a public exhibition; a planning application would then be submitted.  
Meanwhile the public were being consulted as to a suitable name for the new building and their 
comments on the provisional design.

A further consideration mentioned in the report was the fact that a neighbouring hotel had 
shown an interest in purchasing part of the car park at the exising site and extending over it at a 
level allowing for continued parking; this would have the considerable advantage of achieving 
the long wished for and much needed provision of four-star hotel accommodation in the town 
centre; members’ guidance was sought.  By the end of November this part of the scheme 
appeared to be under way, in spite of some fairly predictable objections.  However, the decision 
to go ahead was called in for further consideration in January.

It was announced in July that Spectrum, built in 1993, now needed repairs which would cost 
some £1.4M, mainly as a result of faults dating back to the original construction.  £1M towards 
the cost would come from the money won by the Council as a result of a case against Sunley 
Projects, Ltd., the builders, over the build quality, while the remainder would be paid for from 
profits the Council had made from its publicly-owned assets.  The necessity for the repairs 
would mean that parts of Spectrum would be out of use for periods of varying length during 
2007.

The by-elections held in Ash to replace Cllr. John Ades in the County, Borough and Parish 
Council seats which he had previously held resulted in comfortable wins for the Conservatives, 
so that Marsha Moseley became the new County, Douglas Richards the Borough and Kathleen 
Simmons the Parish Councillor.  The Conservative majority on each council was thus 
unchanged.

A report published in August showed that, according to Best Performance Indicators 
Guildford’s services were highly efficient and cost effective, within the best 25% of local 
authorities in the country.  Among its best achievements were:- Percentage of new homes built 
10% above national average: 95% of fly tips cleared within one day: sickness absences 25% 
below the national average: 97.5% of all households served by a kerbside recycling collection: 
visitor targets to the Museum exceeded for the third year running.

It was announced in September that the plan to spend £1M on the refurbishment of the 
Millmead reception area (see previous year’s Report) was to be abandoned in favour of 
investment in a new green heating system, which would achieve large reductions in carbon 
emissions and cheaper energy bills.

Although some 28 complaints concerning Guildford’s administration were made to the Local 
Government Ombudsman during the previous year, in none was the council adjudged to have 
committed maladministration.  However, a total of £1,150 was made in five separate instances 
where the council acknowledged that it had not correctly followed its own procedures.  All 
complaints were dealt with within the statutory period of 28 days.
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Council Tax is proving difficult to collect in Surrey, if a report by GMB, the public services 
union, is to be believed.  Although Guildford had improved over its previous figures, it still 
had arrears of £698,000; nor was Guildford by any means the worst performing council in the 
county.

It was reported in October that there had been a 25% increase in the issue of parking tickets 
in the first three months of the financial year as compared with the same period in the previous 
year, with a rise in income from £154,777 to £220, 381.  The rise was attributed officially to 
improvement in the training of the officers concerned, although harassed motorists might think 
differently.

It was announced in November that David Williams, Guildford’s chief executive, would be 
leaving shortly in order to take up the leadership of the city council at Portsmouth; he took post 
in Guildford in 2002 and has kept Guildford at the top of performance assessments throughout 
that period.  His successor, David Hill, currently strategic director of South Oxfordshire District 
Council, was appointed in January to take office in April.

It was announced in November that the central government grant to Surrey County Council 
would rise by only £2.78 M, one of the lowest in the country, whereas inflation alone had 
increased running costs by some £18 M.  This had obvious and ominous implications for the 
Council Tax precept to be announced early in the New Year.

Guildford Borough Council was commended in December, following a BFI inspection in 
July, for the very high standard of its administration and delivery of housing and council tax 
benefit, finding that staff were highly motivated and dedicated, new claims processing was 
within the top range of performance and the quality of fraud investigations was good.

The level of Council Tax for 2007/8 was finally decided on February when Guildford Borough 
decided on a rise of only 1.95%, while Surrey County Council had already set a rise of 4.4.% and 
Surrey Police 4.9%.  This gave an average rise of 4.23%, a total of £1,311.63 for a household 
in Band D.  The tax would be somewhat higher in the villages because of the varying parish 
precepts.
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MEDICINE

It was announced in April that there was to be a major reorganisation of the structure of  NHS 
healthcare in Surrey, with a single Primary Care Trust replacing the five currently operating.  
The reason, of course, though expressed in typical bureaucratic jargon, was financial, since the 
current PCTs were seriously indebted; the PCTs themselves, however, while admitting the need 
for change, were fearful of disruption to the delivery of health care.  With the adoption of the 
new scheme imminent, Guildford and Waverley PCT, with much the worst load of debt in the 
region, developed savings which would bring their debt down from a possible £28M to £16M 
by March 2007, after receiving an advisory report from their auditors, accounting firm KPMG.  
The new PCT started work in October.

It was announced in April that a performance review of the NHS carried out over the winter 
had transformed the A & E Department at the Royal Surrey County Hospital, which had 
in the past been very severely criticised (see previous years’ Reports).  Sir George Alberti, 
the author of the report and national director of emergency care, attributed this tremendous 
improvement to a complete change of mindset and the introduction of a great deal in the way 
of collaborative working practices among the various bodies involved.  Specific improvements 
included the creation of a walk-in centre run by the Guildford and Waverley Primary Care Trust, 
surgical and medical assessment units, on-site nurse practitioners in post round the clock and 
the introduction of a critical care team to deal with very sick patients.  However, at the same 
time, and throughout the summer, fears grew that the department was scheduled for closure as 
a result of the need for substantial savings (see above).  By October these fears had crystallised 
into severe anxiety, since apparently well-founded leaks suggested that no part of the hospital 
in Guildford was necessarily safe - that even complete closure was a distinct possibility.  It was 
difficult to see what the rationale for such a decision might be in public health terms, especially 
since figures published in October showed that the hospital’s A & E Department was ranked 2= 
(after George Elliott, Nuneaton, and equal with South Tees) in the proportion of patients either 
treated or admitted within the government’s target wait time of four hours (99.6%).

Guildford Borough Council intervened in October when the Executive decided to write to 
the Secretary of State to put forward its grave concerns both immediately and throughout the 
formal consultation period.  In addition, the Independent Campaign to save the Royal Surrey 
County Hospital, chaired by Chris Marks, held its first meeting, attended by some 300 hospital 
staff.  Also in October Candy Morris, chief executive of the South East Coast Strategic Health 
Authority, suggested that by its £94M overspend the region was somehow depriving other 
regions of support - an argument which might seem bizarre to Business Rate payers and ignored 
the historical reasons for Surrey’s debt.  She refused to rule out even the complete closure of 
either the Royal Surrey or St. Peter’s, let alone “major service losses.”  Others within the PCT 
outlined a possible restructuring of the NHS to “Offer more care in the community,” which was 
presumably intended to be a replacement for the services at present provided by the hospital.

It was announced in November that the hospital had had a further £4M of debt (increasing the 
total burden to £19M) inflicted on it, mainly due to Surrey PCT’s drive to cut costs of paying 
for services such as operations.  In January the Surrey Advertiser reported that, on financial 
rather than clinical needs grounds, the PCT favoured the complete closure of the hospital, since 
this would yield greater savings than closing any other in West Surrey.  However, the PCT 
denied that a positive decision had yet been taken.
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A mass rally was held in the High Street shortly afterwards, organised by the M.P.s for 
Guildford and South West Surrey, Anne Milton and Jeremy Hunt, and supported by all political 
parties and by health service union UNISON.  After a few technical hitches the crowd of some 
thousands (estimates varied around 5,000) listened to a series of short speeches all in fierce 
defence of the Royal Surrey; perhaps the most impressive was that of Prof. Marks, who pointed 
out that the hospital was actually now operating in surplus.  Those attending were urged to 
write to Patricia Hewitt, the Secretary of State, to express their complete opposition to any plan 
to close the hospital or deprive it of the A & E Department.  It was also made clear that this was 
just the beginning of a sustained campaign, which would last throughout the official period of 
consultation and beyond.  In December an all-night candle-lit vigil was held outside the Houses 
of Parliament, which in addition to the local leaders of the campaign mentioned above attracted 
senior figures from the Conservative and Liberal-Democrat parties. In January the campaign 
received a donation from Guildford Borough Council of £8,000 - a most unusual step for the 
Borough to take, but one which emphasised the immense public support for the hospital.  By 
the end of the year no final decision had been announced, but there was good reason to fear that 
the PCT was indeed intending mischief against the Royal Surrey and probably at least one other 
Surrey hospital; a leaked document appeared to show that the PCT was actively considering 
ways in which to present amputation or closure of the hospital in a positive light.  On the other 
hand a report carried out by Oxford Economics for Guildford Borough Council demonstrated 
that the closure would be a massive blow to the economy of the region.

It was reported in April that the number of cases of chlamydia treated at the Farnham Road 
Hospital’s genito-urinary clinic had increased from 192 in 2000 to 469 in 2004 - a rise of 
144%.  The rise was most marked in people aged 16 to 19, and as a whole was by far the largest 
increase in such cases in Surrey.  Cases of gonorrhoea also increased markedly at Farnham 
Road, although they went down in Surrey as a whole, and cases of syphilis also increased 
substantially.

Prof. Hardev Pandha, of the Postgraduate Medical School, Egerton Road, announced the 
development of a new treatment for prostate cancer by scientists at the University of Surrey.  
The research, largely funded by The Prostate Project, a Guildford charity which has been 
raising money for such purposes for some eight years, concentrated on introducing a type of 
the patient’s own cells, called dendritic cells, back into the patient after manipulation to give 
them an attraction to cancer-fighting cells and so multiplying them in effectiveness.  It was 
hoped that trials would start in the summer.

Stephen Halloran, a consultant at the Royal Surrey County Hospital, was chosen in April 
to lead the Guildford Hub, one of five in the country, providing bowel cancer screening for 
everyone between the ages of 60 and 69.  The Guildford operation is to be sited in the Surrey 
University Post-Graduate Medical School and in addition to preliminary screening would 
operate a full enquiry service for the public and arrange for further inbvestigation for those 
testing positive.

The Minimal Access Therapy Training Unit was opened at the Post-Graduate Medical School 
of the University of Surrey by Mr. Bernard Riberio, President of the Royal College of Surgeons 
of England in April.  The courses in laparoscopy, usually known as “keyhole surgery,” would 
be taught in the U.K.’s largest and most advanced centre in the U.K., now with double the 
capacity, a new 80 seat lecture hall with up-to-date audio-visual technology, an extensively 
equipped laboratory and a fully computerised operating theatre.  The director is Professor 
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Michael Bailey, consultant surgeon at the Royal Surrey County Hospital.  A demonstration 
operation - a hysterectomy - was carried out by Andrew Kent and shown on a video link; the 
patient, Nicola O’Mahoney from Bellfields, was delighted with the results.

In May the Royal Surrey County Hospital became the latest to announce a group of job cuts 
- in all 60 permanent posts and up to 200 temporary.  Like most local trusts the hospital has 
a substantial deficit to fund, altogether £15M, which had been reduced by the end of the 
accounting year to £1.3M.  This would involve the closure of a ward; it was hoped that this 
could be achieved without damage to patient care by a more efficient throughput of patients to 
free more beds.

It was announced in June that the Surrey and Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust had a deficit for 
2005-6 of more than £40M - a quarter of its turnover and the highest in England.  Guildford 
and Waverley Primary Care Trust by contrast had a fairly modest deficit of £2M, about 0.7% of 
its turnover.  The Royal Surrey County Hospital and the Surrey Ambulance Service were both 
in modest surplus for the year, though as shown above the Hospital was still fairly deep in the 
red.

As was widely forecast at the time a number of dentists have left the Guildford and Waverley 
PCT since new contacts were introduced with the idea of making the charging system simpler 
to understand, but created not an open but a managed market.

A report by the Healthcare Commission published in June showed that patients at the Royal 
Surrey County Hospital were in general satisfied with the care they received, with a general 
satisfaction level of 76%.  Treatment and reassurance from ambulance crews and confidence 
in the doctors scored particularly highly, as did the level of dignity and respect with which 
patients said they were treated..  However, a large number of patients felt that there were not 
enough nurses on duty, while a great majority felt that the hospital did not provide them with 
copies of letters between staff and their own GPs and even more felt that they themselves were 
not sufficiently consulted about the quality of care they received.  Assistance at mealtimes - or 
the lack of it - was another area that was criticised.  However, in many areas the hospital had 
greatly improved and the over-all performance was well above average.  However, a further 
report by the Commission in October, giving an assessment of all Hospital Trusts’ performance 
during 2005/6, while rating the quality of service as “Good,” assessed its use of resources as 
“Weak.”  It was made clear that this rating was automatically given to those trusts which had 
run financial deficits during the year.

It was announced in July that the hospital had failed to achieve its target of a 20% reduction 
in the number of infections with the dangerous MRSA bacillus, with incidents remaining at 
27 cases in 2005/6 (22 would have been “on target”).  There were several possible causes, not 
all of them within the control of the hospital.  In the light of this situation, the hospital was 
appointing a biomedical scientist and an intra-venous nurse specialist.

Warnings were given in August over the dangers of coming in contact with ticks when a man in 
Burpham developed Lyme Disease as a result of such a contact.  Lyme disease is rare but there 
is no vaccine and it can cause serious problems if left untreated.

Diagnostics services at the hospital were rated as excellent in a Healthcare Commission report 
published in August, which looked at such matters as X-rays and scans, endoscopies, examination 



Report of The Honorary Remembrancer 2006/2007

43

of stomach and bowel and tests on blood and tissue samples.  The rating of “excellent” was 
achieved by only 16 NHS trusts in England.

The Blood Pressure Association held a “Know your numbers” week in September in order 
to encourage people to find out whether they had the potentially life-threatening condition of 
raised blood pressure.  Centres in Guildford which participated were Unisport at the University 
of Surrey and Lloyds Pharmacy in Aldershot Road.

An article in the Surrey Advertiser in September highlighted the pioneering work being carried 
out at the Royal Surrey County Hospital by Dr. Woodruff Walker, who has been exceptionally 
successful in treating uterine fibroids - a condition which affects a third of women in Britain 
- by means of a process called fibroid embolisation.  This process improves the condition of 
85% of the women treated and puts the hospital among the leading institutions in this field; 
indeed, Dr. Walker asserted that it was the only area of radiological treatment where Britain led 
the U.S.A. and Europe.

Revolutionary advances had also been made in recent months at the hospital in procedures for 
X-rays and scans, replacing film with a new digital imaging system, improving accuracy of 
diagnosis and general patient care.

The Fountain Centre, which operates as a charity within the hospital, developed a therapeutic 
garden which was opened by Anne Milton, M.P., Nick Moberley, the chief executive, Daid 
Criddle, chairman, and Manager Gail Maguire in October. The holistic and complementary 
therapy cancer centre at the St. Luke’s Cancer Centre at the Royal Surrey County Hospital, was 
presented in November with a cheque for £4,000 by the Wey Valley Advanced Motorcyclists’ 
Club, who raised that and a similar sum for Breast Cancer Research through an Elvis Presley 
evening and a marathon bike ride.

It was reported in December that  A & E patients from Stoughton, Wood Street and Burpham 
had been taken to Frimley Park instead of the Royal Surrey owing to an “anomaly” (South 
East Coast Strategic Health Authority’s term).  The authority promised to circulate a letter 
of explanation.  Naturally, this did nothing to allay current fears over the hospital’s future.  
Meanwhile, funds to support the protest movement (see above) were being energetically 
collected, partly by public appeal and partly through initiatives such as that of “The Bear 
Garden” in Jeffries Passage whose owner sold a special collection of teddy bears of which half 
the price would go to the appeal.

Penelope Keith opened the new Horton Wing at the Royal Surrey in November; it will house 
two new radiotherapy machines (“linacs”), the first of an eventual five, which deliver high-
energy electrons to a patient’s cancerous tumour, destroying the diseased cells but sparing 
healthy tissue.

The Royal Surrey was among 15 hospitals nationwide which signed up for the Breakthrough 
Breast Cancer campaign in December, which seeks to develop its standards by seeing the 
service it provides through patients’ eyes.  A Service Pledge is to be issued to all patients to 
inform them about the care they can expect to receive, together with full imformation about 
their problem and opportunity for feedback
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Alan Howarth was reappointed chairman of the Royal Surrey County Hospital in January for 
a further four year term and fully realised that challenging times lay ahead.  Mr.Howarth is a 
highly successful businessman with a wide range of interests.

Dr. Silvana Di Palma, consultant histopathologist at the Royal Surrey County Hospital and 
a visiting senior fellow at the University of Surrey post-graduate medical school, is leading 
research into the genetic condition which causes breast cancer but is susceptible to treatment 
with the drug Herceptin; the new screening technique, called chromogenic in situ hybridisation, 
is both more efficient and less costly than previous methods of testing. 

Julie Kay retired from the Florence Desmond day unit at the Royal Surrey County Hospital in 
March; with consultant neurologist Patrick Trend she had helped to set up the area service for 
people suffering from Parkinsons Disease and had won awards for excellence from the hospital 
and life-time achievement from the PCT.
.
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OBITUARY

Sheila Mitchell, the well-known sculptor, who had lived in Puttenham since the 1950s, died 
in May at the age of 79.  Born in Farnham, she studied at Farnham School of Art, Guildford 
School of Art and the Royal College of Art, and exhibited at the Royal Academy aged only 18.  
She married the painter Charles Bone and his paintings and her bronzes were exhibited together 
all over the world.  She excelled in portraiture in bronze and her favourite theme was “mother 
and child.”  She also worked in ceramics and, with her husband, established a restoration 
method for sculpture in churches, especially, for instance, at Ludlow.  She was survived by her 
husband and two sons.

Cllr. John Ades died suddenly in early June at the age of 67.  Apart from the grief felt by his 
many friends, his death was a grievous loss to Guildford Borough, Surrey County and Ash 
Parish Councils and to the Roman Catholic community.  He had been “Mr. Ash” for nearly forty 
years, having been elected to the parish council in the 60s and at times, owing to his immense 
personal popularity, being the sole voice left for his Party (whose recovery could be largely put 
down to his own hard work and unblemished reputation).  He had joined Guildford Borough 
Council on its formation in 1973 and remained until his death, apart from an intermission in 
the 1990s, when like many Conservatives he was defeated in the 1991 local elections.  He was 
Mayor of Guildford in 1986/7 (during which he was energetic, popular and affable, yet with a 
proper sense of the dignity of the office), had chaired the Licensing Committee and at the time 
of his death was Lead Member for Community Safety on the Borough’s Executive Committee.  
He had also represented the council on a number of outside bodies and was a stalwart member 
of the Guildford-Freiburg Association.  He was also a working vice-president of the Surrey 
County Show committee.  He was elected to Surrey County Council in 2001 and at the time of 
his death was chairman of the health scrutiny committee.  Perhaps the achievement of which 
he was proudest was the sheltered housing scheme at Japonica Court in Ash, opened in 1993, 
as a service to local people in their own community.  However, none of the above gives a 
flavour of his friendliness and wise counsel, combined with complete integrity, no doubt in part 
derived from his staunch Roman Catholic faith.  He was also a member of Azor Lodge.  After 
his education at Salesian College, Farnborough, and National Service in Malaya he went to 
work for Costains, the Woking construction firm, where he received his taste for politics as a 
means of doing good, and during his working career also served Buxted Chickens, Farnborough 
Abbey and Aldershot Conservative Club. For his funeral the Cathedral Church of St. Michael 
& St. George, Aldershot, was packed to the doors and the warmth of the affection in which he 
was held was very evident.  Among subsequent tributes were a memorial service in Guildford 
and the planting of an oak tree in his memory in Carfax Avenue, Tongham, the road where he 
was born.

One of the most popular men in Guildford, Brian (“Bubsy”) Welch, died in July at the age 
of 71 after a prolonged period of ill-health.  Born in Guildford and educated at Northmead 
School he acquired his nickname (originally “Bubbles”) from his mop of curls.  After extended 
National Service in the Royal Air Force as a driver he tried other occupations before his best-
known role as landlord of the Britannia in Millmead and later the Queen Victoria at Shalford.  
This was a life to which he was eminently suited, for there was never a more convivial soul.  
He was a loyal member of the Burma-Kohima Lodge, for whom he raised extremely large sums 
for their various charities; indeed charitable work was his most distinguishing characteristic 



Guildford Borough Council

46

other than his capacity for friendship.  At his funeral service at Guildford Crematorium there 
was standing room only, a testimony to the affection in which he was held.

George Brown (60) died of cancer in November.  He was well-known throughout the Borough 
Council organisation as a courier but even more as the Borough’s official Father Christmas, 
appearing for instance in the High Street to entertain the children at every winter’s switching 
on of the Christmas lights.  He was also a most enthusiastic promoter of military history, 
touring the battlefields of Western Europe and re-enacting scenes in his 2nd World War vehicle; 
he drove it to Normandy for the 60th anniversary of D-Day.  He also appeared  in several films, 
especially for the BBC’s “Pride and Prejudice,” “Wellington, the Iron Duke,” “Vanity Fair,” 
“Sharpe’s Regiment” and “Blackadder goes Back and Forth.”  He had suffered a two-year 
battle against stomach cancer and his coffin was carried into church by the 2nd (Queen’s Royal) 
Regiment of Foot, the re-enactment regiment he himself had founded, in the presence of the 
Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning.

Russell Chamberlin, Guildford’s resident and most distinguished historian, died in December 
at the age of 80.  His magisterial “Guildford” (1980) is still regarded by all local historians as 
the major work in its field, and in 2004 he published “Guildford - A History and Celebration” 
a more informal but equally important work.  Both books have a distinctly polemical element, 
for Russell was intensely concerned with the destiny of the town he had come to live in and 
love.  The salty nature of his writing was all of a piece with the man; he was an excellent 
companion whose conversation was spiced with wit but did not suffer fools gladly.  He was born 
in Jamaica, where his father was a harbourmaster, but moved to England as a child and grew 
up in Norwich, serving on minesweepers during the War.  He became a librarian but eventually 
turned to writing.  He was an excellent medievalist and general historian and wrote a most 
original and readable view of the history of England, “The Idea of England” (1986), seeing it 
through the eyes of travellers the length and breadth of the country through the ages.  However, 
apart from local history, his main professional interest was in Italy; in fact his first book, “The 
Count of Virtue” (1966) was on Giangaleazzo, Duke of Milan.  In later life he did some most 
interesting work on the Kingdom of Naples and Sicily; perhaps the most intriguing to English 
readers was his exploration of the relationship between Lord Nelson and that kingdom, which 
led to the award of the Dukedom and estate of Bronte as part of Lord Nelson’s titles (a subject 
on which Russell lectured during the 2005 Guildford Book Festival).  He also wrote “The Bad 
Popes” but regarded “The Count of Virtue” as his best book.  In local history he also interested 
himself in the history of the poor and excluded, which naturally led him to become involved in 
the preservation of the Spike, near his home.  He was honoured locally with an honorary degree 
from the University of Surrey in 1986 because of his success in saving the Guildford Institute, 
re-endowed with energy and purpose in partnership with the University.

Alexander McCall of Wodeland Avenue, very well known locally as a thoroughly sociable 
rugby player, died in December from cancer at the age of 63.  An old boy of the Royal Grammar 
School, he went to work in the advertising printing trade in London, where he was described as 
“one of the last gentlemen” but was best known locally as “the biggest winger in the world.”  
He played for Guildford R.F.C. on the wing but inevitably gravitated in-field and finished as a 
prop forward captaining the Old Grammarians’ lower sides.  His popularity was attested by the 
hundreds of mourners who attended his funeral.

Keith Hamblin, who died in January, was born in Guildford in 1946 at the original St. Lukes 
Hospital and educated in Guildford and Farnborough. Keith was married to Lesley and was the 
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father of Victoria and James. His working career mostly revolved around the printing industry , 
initially in the pharmaceutical business including packaging and design. He was then involved 
in establishing a company to specifically supply, design and printing of pharmaceutical labelling 
which later broadened into a more generalised business including promotional gifts. He was 
very interested in charitable causes and individual needs and joined Guildford Lions Club 
in 1996 and became Welfare Chairman and subsequently in 2005/6 its President. In 1997 he 
volunteered to help with administration within the Clubs sponsored “Radio Lion” located at the 
Royal Surrey Hospital and for three years was responsible for fund raising and social events 
and was the hospital radio station’s Chairman from 2000 - 2003 and later the Treasurer. His 
interests included British history, archaeology, travelling and sport - especially cricket.

Hon. Alderman Douglas May died suddenly in February at the age of 66.  Born at Hatchlands, 
where his father worked on the estate, he won a scholarship to Woking Grammar School and 
went on to University College London.  He then went into the insurance business, eventually 
coming to own his own firm as insurance broker and financial consultant.  He represented 
the Clandon and Horsley Ward on Guildford Borough Council from 1973 to 1995, where his 
talents were soon recognised in all aspects of the Council’s work.  He became in turn chairman 
of the Personal Services (later Housing and Health), Policy and Resources, Building and Works 
and Arts and Recreation Committees in successive periods from 1979 to 1994, topping off with 
the Mayoralty in 1994/95.  This succession of commanding posts bespeaks the respect in which 
he was held both by colleagues and opponents; he was calm, authoritative, good-humoured 
and clear-thinking and led both the Council and the Conservative Group of councillors with 
assurance.  Among his other public interests one would perhaps pick out especially his devotion 
to the cultural life of the Borough and in particular the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre, of which he 
was chairman of the board of trustees and the leading public face for many years.  His civic 
interests also included music, sport and the disadvantaged.  He was an outstanding Chairman 
of Governors of the Royal Grammar and Lanesborough Schools and his death left a gap which 
it would be hard to fill.  He was a “green” farmer long before the term was invented and was 
immensely proud of his smallholding on the Hogs Back, where he maintained among other 
stock a flock of prize-winning Jacobs Sheep.  Here he and Jackie were generous and welcoming 
hosts.  Among his other interests was bell-ringing; he rang in churches around the region, 
including the Cathedral and as far afield as Cape Town.  He had moved to Ewhurst some years 
before his death and had bought a house in France, which he did not live long enough to enjoy.  
He married twice and had four children.  He had had health problems for some little while but 
his death came as an enormous shock to his family and hosts of friends, as the attendance at 
his funeral at St. Nicholas’s Church in Cranleigh, which packed the large church to the doors, 
fully testified.
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PLANNING, TRANSPORT & THE ENVIRONMENT

Plans were announced in April for the building of 120 affordable homes at various locations 
across the Borough.  Apart from £2.8M from the council’s resources, funds had been made 
available to five housing associations to build in Martyr Road, Woodbridge Road, the Friary (as 
part of the major redevelopment project), Wood Street Village, Shere and Chilworth.  However, 
several plans were held up as a result of the stranglehold exerted by English Nature (see previous 
year’s Report) on plans to build new homes on sites within 5 km. of protected heathland; it was 
within the organisation’s power to delay matter for a long enough time to prevent the Council 
from obtaining the necessary funding from government. A report by a government assessor in 
February, however, criticised these rules as “unsound, excessive and disproportionate” and a 
misapplication of U.K. and European law.

Traffic Problems in Stoughton continued to be a major concern for local residents (see 
previous year’s Report).  In April the Stoughton Community Association’s Traffic Working 
Group presented a petition to the Council’s Executive Committee supporting a traffic survey 
which was already being carried out by residents and opposing any further development in the 
Grange Road area until a full traffic mangement plan had been adopted.  It was emphasised that 
the Borough and County Councils needed to work closely together.  The situation in Grange 
Road, it was asserted, was becoming ever more dangerous, especially to children on their way 
to school.  The Borough Council’s response was sympathetic, but it remained to be seen what 
action would follow.  In the event, residents were very angry when their report, instead of 
being considered independently by the Local Committee, was merely to be included as part of a 
council study of local traffic problems.  By mid-July the situation was becoming a nightmare for 
locals, since apparently no authority was prepared to take any significant action. Anne Milton, 
M.P., joined a protest by some 40 residents on an icy day in January, whose specific object of 
animosity was a plan for six flats in Walton Road, which they asserted was over-development 
in an already over-developed area.

Mr. Michel Harper’s revised scheme for a five-star hotel (see previous year’s Report) was 
rejected in May by the Borough’s Planning Committee, although it was acknowledged that it 
approached nearer than the previous application to what the council had in mind.  However, 
it was still considered too massive and unsympathetic to the general character of the area.  
Mr.Harper, who had suggested that the decision should be deferred for further consultation, 
indicated that he would appeal.  A further application, for “flexible planning” to allow either 
casino or leisure complex use of his existing site, was rejected in July.

A year after a small child was knocked down and killed in Farnham Road (see previous year’s 
Report) a speed camera was placed at the junction with Agraria Road - a measure which local 
residents thought long overdue in view of the number of incidents which had taken place on the 
road within a period of three years.

Traffic Reorganisation plans consequent on the North St./ Friary Centre development (see 
previous year’s Report) were published in May.  It was also announced that the work was 
unlikely to start before the New Year in order to avoid interference with the Christmas and 
January Sales trading period.  The plans were worked out in order to minimise the disruption 
to some extent unavoidable in such a major project in the town centre.  However, it became 
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known in October that work was unlikely to start until further into 2007, owing to organisational 
changes within Westfield, the developers.

At a public enquiry in May into the application to build a football stadium in Stoke Park 
(see previous year’s Report) the representative of Mr. Michel Harper the applicant presented 
his arguments in favour of the plan, while the council gave its reasons for refusal.  Many other 
interested parties gave their own views.  In June the application was refused by the planning 
inspector on the grounds of the size of the intended structure and congestion arising from high 
levels of traffic.

A meeting in May to address problems regarding flooding in Guildford, chaired by Anne 
Milton, M.P. and attended by representatives of Surrey County Council, Guildford Borough 
Council, the Environment Agency and Surrey Wildlife Trust, agreed on a number of long-term 
actions and a joint approach to reduce the likelihood of severe problems to residents arising 
from flooding.  (See, however, “Guildford People and Organisations”).

Planning permission was given in May for new premises for the GSA Conservatoire (formerly 
Guildford School of Acting).  The new premises, to be sited in Woodbridge Meadows, were to 
cost £22M and it was hoped that they would be ready by the start of the 2008 academic year.  
However, the funding was not yet in place; it was hoped that much would come from the sale 
of its present sites, help from the Clydesdale Bank and sponsorship and continuing fund-raising 
efforts.

After a good deal of fruitful re-thinking in response to public concern, Guildford Borough 
Council’s Executive Committee decided that Tyting Farm (see previous year’s Report) should 
not be sold on the open market, even with restrictive covenants, but should be put out for rent, 
probably to a consortium consisting of Surrey Wildlife Trust and a local farmer, Mr. Laurence 
Matthews.  SWT promised that the farm would remain true to its roots while also being the 
site of environmental, wildlife and countryside improvements, while Mr. Matthews was likely 
to graze some 80 cattle ; he has an excellent track record as both a farmer and conservationist.  
The lease to SWT, together with a small residential unit offering assisted living to young adults 
with special needs, was confirmed in October.

An alternative to Star Energy’s plan to put drilling rigs on Blackheath Common (see previous 
year’s Report), which would cause great damage to ancient roads within and just outside the 
Borough, began to emerge in June, when it was suggested that the work could be done from 
their existing gas extraction plant in Albury Park by drilling sideways into the hill.  Apparently, 
while there was at present no rig in Britain capable of doing the work in this way, one was being 
developed in Italy.

Britton’s Pond, off Saltbox Road, was resculpted during the summer (after the renovation 
of the flood embankment) in order to restore it to the appearance it would have shown in 
about 1890.  Public comment was invited on the proposals, which were to be funded by the 
Environment Agency, Guildford Borough Council and the Guildford Angling Society.  A third 
phase would involve the removal of silt and debris.  The project would have the practical effect 
of restoring the pond’s flood defence role and addressing in particular flooding problems in 
Jacob’s Well.  Members of the public were invited to contribute pictures old and new to help 
build a portfolio of the area and its connections with peoples’ lives and memories, eventually 
to form an exhibition supporting the project.  That the anti-flooding measures had not been 
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entirely successful was suggested by flooding in the immediate area caused by serious rains in 
September. The restoration of the pond to restore the banks to their 19th century levels, together 
with the provision of a new inlet pond to catch silt and pollutants, and plants and reedbeds to 
replace the present hard edging of the main pond, commenced in February.

In June Guildford Borough Council commenced a Consultation on Core Strategy Preferred 
Options, Town Centre Area Action Plan Preferred Options and Sustainability Appraisals.  
These were partially shaped on the responses (see previous year’s Report) to the “Issues and 
Options” consultations of the previous year and the documents are a central part of the Guildford 
Development Framework, the long-term plan for land use and buildings in the Borough which 
will replace the 2003 Local Plan and will guide development up to 2018.  Public reactions were 
invited, to be submitted by the end of July (see also “Town Centre, Heritage and Tradition”).

Plans were being made in June for the extension of the collection of domestic plastic waste 
throughout the Borough in order to increase the area’s recycling rate.  The extended service 
was set to commence in March 2007.

The Borough Council in June decided to designate Pewley Down as a Local Nature Reserve, 
after assessment by English Nature.  This would assist the preservation of rare plants such as 
the bastard toadflax and pyramidal orchid, together with the wide variety of butterflies and the 
pointed snail.  In addition, of course, it is a most attractive open site for walking, which has 
long been protected against development.

A new bridge over the River Wey was completed near Shalford in July, in a project funded by 
Sustrans (a sustainable transport charity) through Surrey’s Local Transport Plan.  The purpose, 
when supplemented by completion of a safe crossing of the A281, was to make it possible 
for walkers, cyclists and riders to gain access from the Guildford-Godalming route to the old 
railway (the Greenway) via Bramley, Cranleigh and on eventually to Christs Hospital near 
Horsham.

A planning application for 233 flats, with office accommodation, on Station View, which had 
been rejected by the Borough’s Planning Committee in March, both on account of its excessive 
scale and the fact that it did not take into account the proposed redevelopment of the railway 
station, was withdrawn by the developers while it was at the appeal stage; however, a further, 
rather less ambitious, application remained to be dealt with.  By November a revised scheme 
was ready to go before the planners.

An application to build a 15 metre phone mast just off the A31 across the Hog’s Back, refused 
by the Borough Council, was allowed on appeal, much to the disappointment of the inhabitants 
of Puttenham; their annoyance was particularly sharp because there is already a mast within 50 
m. of the site.  Another application, for an 8.5m mast in The Chase, Onslow Village, was allowed 
on appeal in August.  It was announced in August that about a third of the mast applications 
refused by Guildford Borough Council were allowed on appeal.  Another appeal, this time 
for a second 12 m. mast on land adjoining the Merrow allotments, was allowed in November,  
while there was yet another appeal pending on the site. One victory for objectors was when in 
February an application for a 20m. mast on the recreation ground at Shere was withdrawn by 
the appellants, O2, who, however, commenced negotiations for a mast on an alternative but 
much less offensive site.  A further application, this time for a 15ft. mast at Roundtree Farm, 
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West Horsley, was withdrawn in February by T-Mobile, when the landowner decided that he 
did not wish to proceed.

The application by Star Energy to build a 38 metre high drilling rig on Blackheath Common 
(see above) was withdrawn in July when it became clear that the County Council was likely 
to reject it.  Although the site is just outside the borough local access roads and lanes within 
it would have been severely affected.  Although local campaigners were elated at this success 
they remained wary about what further plans Star Energy might have for the area. 

Fly-tipping was becoming a major threat to the environment during the summer, with 
particularly serious examples taking place on a bridleway off Lombard Street, Shackleford.  
Fly-tipping is not only environmentally destructive but also a threat to public safety, especially 
that of children,  and the council was trying vigorously to combat it.  An item on the London 
Area TV News in late July made it clear that this was a wide-spread regional problem and it 
was obvious that it was not just due to lazy individuals but to commercial organisations who 
ought to know better.

Guildford Borough Council’s Executive Committee in August reiterated its objections to 
Surrey County Council’s Waste Plan, primarily because the Borough objects to the County’s 
“over-emphasis on incineration” and also because of the possibility of waste treatment being 
carried out within the green belt and the identification of Wisley Airfield as a possible site for 
an incinerator.

It was reported in August that Tunsgate Square had reduced its electricity consuption by 24% 
and its carbon dioxide emissions by 37,000 kg. in a six year period since 2002, more than 
complying with U.K. commitments under the Kyoto protocol.

A new lunchtime shuttle bus service between Slyfield and the town centre, using the same 
buses as for the school runs, was inaugurated by First in September.

The eco-house in Mill Lane was opened again to the public in October, for the first time since 
2002, to demonstrate methods of saving energy and money and living a greener life-style.  There 
was a variety of useful equipment on display and plenty of books and information sheets.

Surrey Wildlife Trust announced in October that there was evidence that the common dormouse 
had colonised the old gunpowder works site in Chilworth Woods.  Since the works closed 
in 1920 the area, sympathetically managed by Guildford Borough Council, has become an 
important site for wildlife and it hoped that the installation of nestboxes will improve their 
breeding success.

It was reported in October that Surrey County Council and Guildford Borough Council were 
at odds  over S.C.C.’s Waste Action Plan, since the Borough did not accept the County’s 
inclusion of the possibility of incineration.  However, comments from both sides emphasised 
that there was considerable repect for each other’s position; it was more a case of agreement to 
differ than a serious row.

House prices in Guildford had recently risen faster than anywhere else in the country, it was 
reported in November, so that average prices were barely short of £300,000 - nearly ten times 
average incomes.  This would have inevitable effects on roads and the environment, since firms 
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would be unable to recruit locally and would have to rely on inward commuters.  Meanwhile 
the Borough had applied for enough money from the Department of Communities and Local 
Government to build 230 affordable homes, while the next round of Housing Corporation 
funding would not be received until the following October.  More affordable homes were being 
made available in a number of private developments, which are normally required to include 
such homes as part of their planning permission.

The new hydro-electric turbine in the Toll House next to the Mill Studio (see previous year’s 
Report), which had been switched on by the Mayor in September, in November won first prize 
in the wind and water category at the South East Renewable Energy Awards ceremony in 
Brighton.  It generates 260,000 kilowatt-hours of electricity a year - enough to power 50 homes 
- and it is thought that it will reduce carbon emissions by 120 tonnes a year..  This is about a 
third of the Borough’s renewable energy target.

Chitty’s Common (between Rydes Hill and Stoughton) is to be restored thanks to a grant of 
£10,000 won by Surrey Wildlife Trust from ING, the international bankers, for regeneration 
of degraded but valuable open spaces.  The works, including a new pathway, the felling of 
superfluous trees and improvement of access, would enable fuller appreciation of this somewhat 
neglected common.

A new scheme was launched in December to encourage restaurants, bars and clubs to recycle 
2/3 tonnes of glass bottles per week, by issuing large wheelie bins or stacking boxes, with 
weekly collection.

It was announced in January that a new system for recycling kitchen waste was to be given a 
trial in 5,000 Guildford homes during the early summer.  The waste would have to be transported 
to Dorset, where the nearest facilities for composting such waste exist.  The cost of the scheme 
(£404,000) would be divided between Surrey County Council, Guildford Borough Council and 
the Waste and Resources Action Programme.

The Womens’ Institute national magazine WI Life in January singled out Guildford Borough 
Council for praise for supplying Green Cones (environmental disposal bins for food waste) to 
residents.  The Green Cones are available at a subsidised price of £5 per household.

Guildford Borough Council in January won a grant of £120,000 for energy efficient project 
funding from the Salix Fund, with an option to bid for more once it is spent; the Borough 
will, however, have to match this with similar spending of their own.  The salix scheme is a 
revolving loan fund set up by the Carbon Trust, and Guildford was one of only four second-tier 
authorities to succeed, suggesting that the Borough’s reputation stands high in this aspect of 
local government.  The grant will be spent on projects including power system improvements 
for town centre car parks, liquid pool covers for the Lido and improvements at Spectrum.  It 
is expected that reduction in carbon emissions as a result of these measures will equate to 
the energy usage of 80 houses and also result in an annual estimated saving of £190,000 by 
2012/13.

Blackwater Valley Countryside Trust received a grant of £7,800 from Hanson Environment 
Trust, with a 10% contribution from local firm S.C.Johnson, to improve access to the Snaky 
Lane wildlife site in Ash Vale in February.  The money paid for a new surfaced footpath across 
the site to the pond, where a new countryside bench was installed.  Further improvements were 
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being planned by the Snaky Lane Community Wildlife Group, formed by local enthusiasts in 
1993.
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POLICE, LAW & ORDER

A survey by the insurance company Endsleigh, reported in the Daily Telegraph in April, asserted 
that Guildford had the lowest crime rates in the country, 40% below the national average, 
although the fear of crime remains high, with a public perception that there are not enough 
police on the streets.  The newspaper reported  that “The town regularly tops the polls for the 
best quality of life, safest place, least crime and most expensive houses.”  Surrey had the least 
crime of any police force area in the country, salaries were above the national average and there 
was little unemployment.  Another cheering snippet was the detail that Guildford was one of 
the top ten towns where drinkers could find a good pint of cask conditioned beer.

Eight Swedish Police officers visited Guildford in April to inspect the ways in which Surrey 
police tackled the problems of drug supply and use in the town.  They saw dogs at work, the 
drugs intelligence unit, the Special Constabulary, British Transport Police and the Guildford 
Pubwatch team at work, and up-to-date equipment such as the Ion Track, used to pinpoint tiny 
quantities of drugs.  There were several positive identifications of Class A drugs and one arrest 
was made on suspicion of possession.

Guildford, in particular Shell’s Aldershot Road petrol station, turned out to be the source of 
a new credit card scam, it was announced in May.  Criminals had apparently worked out a 
method of “skimming” the new chip & PIN credit cards, using the details to make fake cards 
and using them to charge goods to the accounts of the original owners.  The system had been 
expected to be proof against fraud - but only so long as criminals did not have sufficient access 
to the machines to tamper with them. The large number of offences committed was the major 
reason for a 3.5% increase in Surrey crime for the period April - September 2006.

It was announced in May that Ash Police station, was to re-open on a part-time basis, with the 
front desk being manned by helpers, trained and uniformed, to release officers to spend more 
time on fighting local crime.

It was announced in July that a No Cold Calling Areas scheme, introduced in Merrow, 
Burpham, Slyfield, Shalford and Onslow in September 2005 had resulted in a 17% fall in 
“distraction” burglaries in those areas.  Residents were advised about how to treat cold callers 
and on contacting reputable traders for maintenance problems.

A neighbourhood panel meeting in Westborough identified parking as the most important local 
issue for the police to focus on, followed by the misuse of mini-motorbikes and anti-social 
behaviour in general.  The local Police Community Support Officer, Peter Golding, promised 
that all these matters would be addressed.

The plan to merge Surrey Police with Sussex was abandoned by the government in July, 
neither to the surprise nor disappointment of the local force.

PC Mike Patey in July filled the long-standing vacancy of neighbourhood specialisation officer 
for Tillingbourne and Shalford with a promise that this would prove a much more long-term 
appointment that that of his predecessors, of whom there had been three in four years.
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HM Prison, Send, which holds 218 female prisoners, received a generally very good inspection 
report in July but was criticised for a poor level of anti-bullying work, although the number 
of known bullying incidents was low.  Staff-prisoner relations were mutually respectful, race 
relations well managed, it was an effective training prison with enough education and training 
spaces, while resettlement and reintegration were satisfactory.

The Borough Council, together with its partners Surrey Police and the Safer Guildford 
Partnership, won a gold accreditation for its CCTV network from the independent CCTV User 
Group in September.  There are 43 camera positions covering the town centre and outlying 
areas, together with six portable cameras.  They are funded and maintained by the council and 
monitored at Guildford Police Station, together with 14 cameras covering Farnham.

Police reported in November, after the new drinking legislation had been in place for a year, 
that there had been only a slight rise in drink-related crime in Guildford; the increase, from 489 
to 506 during the year, was in line with pre-existing trends and could not be attributed to the fact 
that many licensed premises had extended their opening hours.  Indeed, the police estimated 
that their job had in fact become somewhat easier as a result of the legislation.  However in 
order to make policing of the town centre more effective legislation giving the police powers 
to disperse and send home disruptive youths was reintroduced for a period of six months from 
December to May.

It was learned in February that, in view of the serious shortage of prison places throughout the 
country, an application had been submitted by the Home Office to Guildford Borough Council 
to build 64 new rooms at Send Prison (see above), together with an educational wing and 40 
more parking spaces.  

Operation Gyro Compass, a major drugs investigation covering much of West Surrey, ended 
in February with the conviction of 23 people, including 7 from Guildford, on charges mainly 
of conspiracy to supply Class A drugs, mainly ecstasy but also heroine and cocaine.  This was 
the largest drugs case in the area for many years.

An initiative against fly-tipping and littering was started in March at a cost of £1,250 by 
Surrey Police and Guildford Borough Council acting in concert on the Joint Action Group.  It 
involved mobile CCTV vans going on patrol around known littering hot-spots in order for the 
Council’s enforcement team to prosecute offenders.

It was announced in March that police were increasing their patrols on buses travelling through 
Park Barn and Westborough following reports of problems with anti-social behaviour, mainly 
involving youths refusing to pay fares and abusing drivers.
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SPORT AND RECREATION

Guildford R.F.C. reached the final of the Surrey Cup for the second year in succession but 
were once again defeated, this time by Richmond 37-13 - a creditable result against a side a 
division senior to them in the London League.  The club had already gained a play-off spot for 
promotion to Division 1, although for much of the season they had seemed likely to gain top 
place and automatic promotion.

Guildford Saints Under 7 won the Surrey Premier League Cup for their age group in April by 
beating Claygate Royals 6-0.

Guildford City’s youngsters finished 3rd in the national Speedo Cup final, winning six events, 
second place in ten, together with plenty of personal bests and national qualifying times.  It was 
their first appearance at this exalted level.

Guildford R.F.C. won promotion to London Division 1 by beating Civil Service in a play-off 
in April.  In the first half of the season they had looked likely to win automatic promotion by 
heading Division 2 South but had faded slightly after Christmas to finish second to Portsmouth; 
however, all was well in the end and particularly satisfying to the coaching team since such a 
high proportion of the side had been developed through club’s own youth system.

Guildford Heat reached the semi-finals of the British Basketball League’s play-offs but lost at 
that stage to Newcastle Eagles.

The Lido was opened for the summer at the end of April by the outgoing Mayor, Cllr. Tamsy 
Baker, just in time for the first warm spell of the year.

Guildford United F.C. finished 17th of 21 in the Cherry Red Records Combined Counties 
League after a difficult season, while Ash United, who at one time seemed to have an outside 
chance of winning the league, eventually finished 3rd, 18 points behind winners Godalming 
Town.

One Eyed Bandits won the 8th annual Allianz Cornhill Disability Challengers 6-a-side charity 
football tournament in May.  About 30 Surrey businesses entered for the competition, held at 
the Varsity Centre.

St. Peter’s School, Merrow, won the South West Surrey U16 Rugby title in May by beating 
Salesians, but just lost to Woking High in the U14 final.  Their Year Seven team beat Howard 
of Effingham in the final of the SW Surrey League.

Guildford Saints won both the Surrey and Hants Border League title and the Twyford-
Pollard Cup, beating Stoke Spartak 2-1 in the final.  Their U7 team also won the Woking Boys 
Tournament, beating Guildford City 2-0 in the final.

Guildford Hockey Club had a rather mediocre season and were at one point in considerable 
danger of relegation from the EHL Premier Division.  However, a win against bottom club 
Chelmsford on the last day of the season, combined with results elsewhere, saw them finish 7th 
out of 10 and secured top flight hockey for another season.  Danny Hall, the international player 
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who had taken over from Ian Jennings as coach at the beginning of the season, admitted that it 
had been quite a difficult one but was optimistic for the future.

The Tennistogether Junior Tennis Village at Ash Manor School, which opened in 2003 was 
expanded again by the addition of two new courts and by the opening of the full tennis season 
was welcoming 500 youngsters a week between the ages of three and seven, including 24 on 
specially intensive training courses.

Guildford United (soon to be re-named Guildford City) were relieved in June when their 
continued CCL Premiership status was confirmed as a result of their ground at Spectrum being 
awarded an A grade.  There had been some doubt as to whether the improvements already 
carried out or still to be completed would be recognised, but builders RPS Construction were 
able to give sufficient assurances to the league’s inspectors that all would be in place well in 
time for the new season.

Guildford Flames were very pleased to be able to announce in June that Vaclav Zavoral, 
whose conversion from defender to forward had been largely instrumental in bringing the 
English Premier League title to Spectrum, had signed up for another season.

Guildford Golf Club Sunday Junior League, a new initiative to encourage competitive 
opportunities for youngsters, was proving a great success by mid-summer.  14 Stableford 
competitions are held on Sunday afternoons during the summer, each preceded by 90 minutes 
of coaching by the local professionals Nick Oke and Stewart Bartlett, and in addition a summer 
holiday coaching programme was mounted during the last week in July. 

The 20th annual Guildford Centre Cycle races, organised by Charlotteville Cycling Club, 
were held in excellent weather in early July.  The Elite Race was won for the second year in 
succession by New Zealander Warrick Spence, who just held off Kristian House by a wheel.

Billy Clayden (16) of Guildford City BC won a gold medal for England in the lightweight 
division at the Multi-Nations Round Robin Tournament in Dublin in July.   He was extremely 
unlucky not to win at least a bronze medal in the European Championships in Istanbul in 
August.

Jon Underwood of the Old Guildfordians Rifle Club won the Queen’s Prize at Bisley with a 
score of 297 out of a maximum 300 in July.

Darren and Martin Bicknell, who learned their cricket at Guildford, announced their 
retirement from first-class cricket at the end of the 2006 season.  Darren scored almost 20,000 
runs during a career which took him from Surrey to Nottinghamshire in 2000 and included 
three England A tours, while Martin, whose testimonial year this was, played 4 Tests and 7 One 
Day Internationals as a fast-medium bowler.  During a first-class career spanning 21 years he 
took 1061 wickets at an average of 25.06.  He was one of Wisden’s Cricketers of the Year in 
2001.  Part of his testimonial activities was a £50 a head dinner at the Guildhall in September 
followed by an exhibition match at Woodbridge Road.

Shalford Football Club faced the possibility of relegation from the Surrey County Intermediate 
League because new regulations required improved facilities for the 2007-8 season which 
could not be provided since their ground was on common land.  The club was considering 
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relocating their first and reserve teams to a site in Normandy, although Normandy residents had 
considerable reservations.  Shalford FC is the oldest surviving amateur football club, having 
been founded in 1900.

Horsley & Send CC’s under 9 team won the West Surrey District title in August by beating 
Maori Oxshott in a high scoring final.

Guildford City swimmers reached 19 finals in the ASA National Championships at Sheffield 
in August, with Marco Loughran (four silver medals) and Henrietta Dillon (one silver) leading 
the way.  Loughran, who competed both in his age-group and open categories, broke the age-
group backstroke record in the course of the competition.

Two oarswomen, Vicki Hansford,a Sports Development Officer at the university of Surrey, 
and Helene Raynsford, a member of Guildford Rowing Club, won gold medals at the World 
Rowing Championships at Eton in August, Vicki as a member of the Legs, Trunk and Arms 
Mixed coxed four which won in a world record time of 3:28.21 and Helene in the Ladies 
Adaptive Single Sculls.  Both had overcome severe disease and disability in order to reach the 
extremely high standard required.

Both the 60th anniversary Flora Doris Cup final between Brook and Normandy and the 
Admiral Dunlop Cup final between Aldershot and Guildford City, which were due to take 
place in a single day’s festival at Woodbridge Road in August, were washed out by heavy rain.  
When the matches were eventually played on the August Bank Holiday, Guildford City won 
the Admiral Dunlop and Normandy the Flora Doris.

In the Premier Division of the Surrey Championship Guildford C.C. finished a creditable 
third in their first season back in the top flight.  Normandy, in a desperate struggle to avoid 
relegation, which could still have been their fate when the last ball of the season was being 
bowled, just survived.  Meanwhile, Horsley and Send squeaked home on a mathematical quirk 
to obtain promotion from Division 3 but Ripley were relegated from Division 4.

Elizabeth Ng (15) of Tormead School was a member of the England U17 foil team at the 
inaugural UK School games in Glasgow.  Although only seeded fourth she won the silver 
medal in the individual contest, while the English team won the gold medal.

Spectrum’s Junior Summer Fitness Challenge culminated in a ceremony in October at which 
Queen Eleanor’s, Holy Trinity and Boxgrove Junior Schools won awards to recognise their 
support of the initiative.  The initiative was recognised by the sports minister and the ceremony 
was attended by a representative from the Department of Health, sponsors Allianz Cornhill, 
Anne Milton, M.P., the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning and many figures from the world of 
sport. 

Guildford City’s manager Dave Vaughan resigned after his side lost to two late goals from 
Raynes Park Vale in the CCL Premier Division in October. The loss, which he put down to 
lack of concentration and carelessness, left the side in the bottom five of the league table.  
Meanwhile Ash United, unbeaten at that stage, were maintaining second place in the division, 
with clear bragging rights as the Borough’s most successful team.  Mr. Vaughan was replaced 
by Nick Tegg, who had in 2003/4 led the club (then AFC Guildford) into the Premier Division.  
He immediately brought in new players to bolster the squad.
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Dan Maskell (23) of Clandon Road and an ex-pupil of Howard of Effingham School, was a 
member of the Moscow based Russian Legion team which won the paintballing World Cup (the 
first non-American team to do so) in November.

Helene Raynsford and Vicki Hansford, the distinguished Guildford oarswomen (see above), 
both won top prizes at the BBC South Sports Awards in December.  Helene, who won at the 
World Championships in August became the Badger’s Holt Sportswoman of the Year, while 
Vicki was named as Hunt Johnston Stokes Disabled Sportswoman of the Year following her 
victory and world record in the same Championships in her first season. 

Eli Matthews (13) of Guildford City ABC won the ABA Golden Belt Final at 54 kg. in 
December, following the previous success of the club’s Billy Clayden.

Guildford Heat (now sponsored by Poujoulat - see “Business and the Community”) won the 
British basketball league Cup final in January by beating Scottish Rocks 81-78 after a tense 
match in Birmingham.  The club held a victory parade up the High Street and were presented 
with the trophy by Anne Milton, M.P., on the balcony of the Guildhall.

In February the club, in co-operation with pharmaceutical firm Sanofi Aventis, launched a 
programme for youngsters in year 6 at school called “Hoops 4 Health,” a programme which 
had already been successful in other parts of the country, to give children the opportunity to 
get healthy exercise, as well as a knowledge of the game.  Six schools took part in the pilot 
programme and the club was looking for further sponsorship in order to extend it to every 
primary school in Guildford and surrounding areas.

Guildford Jitsu Club received a grant of £4,995 from the National Lottery in February to pay 
rent on their premises and for new mats.  This would give the club “some of the best facilities 
in the region,” according to Andrew Cawte, the club’s organiser.

The year 7 and year 10 teams from Guildford High School won gold awards at the British 
Schools Biathlon finals at Bath in February, while the sixth form team won bronze.  Earlier 
in the month their teams had won silver medals in free-style and medley relays in the Bazuka 
Mational swimming Championships for Secondary Schools in Sheffield.

Guildford Flames won the Premiership Cup when beating Milton Keynes 7-5 in the final 
- their tenth trophy in as many years.  They still had hopes, too, of success in the play-offs 
for the championship.  Meanwhile the rugby and hockey clubs were facing certain relegation, 
while Guildford United F.C. were in danger of the same fate in their league.  Poujoulat Heat, 
however, were well placed to win the British Basketball League.

Guildford City BC won three national titles at Leeds in March.  Danny Preece won the class 
one 52 kg., Miley Lee the class two 48 kg., while Eli Matthews added the 57 kg. title to the 
Golden Belt he won in December.
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SPORT FOR ALL

At her installation in May the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, announced that the theme of her 
mayoral year would be “Sport for All,” making clear that it was by no means the elite she 
was solely interested in but the disabled, disadvantaged and all those ordinary citizens whose 
lives could be enhanced by sport.  She quoted examples such as recreational walking, cycling, 
swimming and all those other sporting activities which are so enjoyable and at the same time 
life-enhancing.  As it happened, the adoption of her theme coincided with the 25th anniversary 
of the holding of the Sport for All Day, which took place in October in the Mayor’s presence 
and that of 2,500 fellow celebrants; the proceeds were reinvested in local projects through a 
new grant award, to be presented at the annual Sport Guildford Day.

During the summer the Mayor demonstrated her interest mainly by attending as many varied 
sporting events as could conveniently be packed in to a busy schedule, taking part, for instance, 
in charity bike-rides, walks and tennis tournaments.  As summer turned into autumn she launched 
a series of networking lunches, with the aim of bringing together those who participated, often 
on a shoe-string budget, and potential financial supporters.

The first of these lunches, which concentrated on sport for the disabled, was held at the Electric 
Theatre in September.  The first speaker was Helene Raynsford (see “Sport and Recreation”), 
the Alternative Gold Medal Winner in the Ladies single sculls at the World Championships in 
August.  She gave a vivid account of the stages by which she overcame severe disease and a 
major car accident only a few weeks before the championships and paid full tribute to Guildford 
Rowing Club, which had given her splendid support.  She stressed the high value of sport in 
assisting rehabilitation from desperate disability and went on to emphasise the need for funding 
for sports organisations.  She was followed by Tony Gorham, Community Development Officer 
for South West Surrey on Surrey County Council.  Mr. Gorham mentioned that it was 25 years 
since the “Year of the Disabled,” which had eventually resulted in the foundation of “Sport 
for All,” and developed the themes introduced by Helene.  Stressing the need for clubs to be 
socially inclusive, he also pressed the need for funding.  Two other organisations present had 
the opportunity to make out a case over lunch: Guildford Boxing Club, which had developed 
the international boxer and Olympic possibility Billy Clayden, were in desperate need of funds 
to develop their facilities; while Friday Swimmers, a charity providing sheltered swimming 
facilities for the physically disabled, were in equally desperate need of a new ambulance (with 
wheelchair facilities) to replace those that had been removed from them by Surrey County 
Council at short notice in March.

Among many other sporting or sport related activities the Mayor inaugurated the renewed 
Guildford Boundary Walk in September in filthy weather. Undaunted some 130 walkers 
completed the 20 mile walk, whose reinstatement also commemorated the 40th anniversary of 
the granting of the University of Surrey Charter.  The walk was originally devised by Barbara 
and Alan Blatchford in 1971 but lapsed in 1989 owing to the increasing difficulties of crossing 
some of the main roads; however subsequent improvements made the route viable again.

The second of the networking lunches was held at the Guildhall in November and was quite 
well attended.  The main presentation was given by Harriette Trumble of Cross Lanes, who 
hopes to win a gold medal in sailing at the London Olympics in 2012 and showed, among other 
things, a video which emphasised how much athleticism (and so hard physical and mental 
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training) is required in her chosen sport.  There were also presentations on behalf of Wey 
Kayak Club, which has a first-class nationwide reputation, Guildford City Swimming Club, 
which in the last eight years has transformed itself into the premier swimming club in Surrey, 
and Guildford International Volleyball Club, an aspiring club with considerable ambition.  A 
number of other sports clubs in the area were also represented and it is to be hoped that they 
found sympathetic and useful listeners over the excellent buffet lunch. It was interesting to 
see Barry Hitchcock, Sports Director at the University, and several speakers mentioned the 
importance of the University, as well as the enormously valuable Spectrum, in the provision 
of sports facilities for the future; however, Mr. Hitchcock stressed that, in order to play a full 
part in meeting Guildford’s ambitions, the enormous sum of £35M would have to be raised, 
which could not possibly come from the University’s resources alone. (the Sports centre at 
the University, an 18,000 sq. m. complex on Manor Park, was given planning permission in 
January).

A third lunch was held in January, where the main speaker was Mike Davies, chairman of 
the triumphant Poujoulat Heat Guildford basketball club (see “Sport and Recreation”).  He 
described the popularity of basket ball as a sport for young people and also discussed the 
importance and varieties of sponsorship for professional sports clubs.  He was followed by 
Prof. Mike Huxley of the Godalming and Guildford Croquet Club, whose presentation removed 
any thought that this was just a game for the genteel to while away a summer afternoon, 
but a serious competitive activity with some 5,000 competitive players in Britain; the local 
club, however, did need help in ways which he outlined.  An interesting slide showed the 
mayor engrossed in her game.  Shirley West explained the threat of vandalism and anti-social 
behaviour as it affected the Castle Green Bowls Club, of which she was captain, while Alex 
Forbes, from the national organisation for the Cycle Touring Club, which had recently moved 
into new headquarters in Stoughton, explained the scope of his organisation.  Finally Alex 
Forbes of Guildford Saints Football Club described the progress of the club from its origins 
in 1983 as a club for boys to play without being intimidated by the competitiveness of much 
youngsters’ football to its present much expanded status.  However, there were problems over 
the lack of a settled home and inadequate sponsorship.  There was further opportunity for 
fruitful networking over another excellent buffet lunch.

The fourth and final lunch was held at the Guildhall in March, when the main presentation 
was by John Ingram of the Guildford City Swimming Club, who explained how within some 
ten years the club had been brought from a rather parlous situation to that of one of the major 
clubs in England, ranking third in the country, with a national reputation, thanks to careful 
planning, excellent coaching and the full support of both Guildford Borough Council and the 
University of Surrey.  After he had spoken Swim 21/ ASCA Awards were presented by the 
Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, and Mr. Barry Hitchcock, Director of Sport at the University, 
to Richard Garwood, head coach, and Steve Middleton, chairman, for their excellent work on 
behalf of the club.  This was followed by presentations by:- Mary Broughton and Alan Simpson 
on the plans to improve sporting facilities in Worplesdon, especially by building a new and 
very necessary pavilion on the existing sports ground (it was learned shortly afterwards that 
the Borough Council was making a grant of £25,000 towards this vital facility): Tim Hort and 
Rupert Phillips on Worplesdon Rangers FC, which in spite of its name is based on Stoughton for 
the benefit of youngsters without regard to ability and background, is an FA Charter Standard 
Club but stands in real need both of sponsorship and a home of its own: Roger Underwood on 
Guildfordians Girls Rugby, a flourishing organisation drawing girls from a very wide area: and 
Tony Cunningham of Charlotteville Cycling Club, which has existed since 1903, organised 
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the first ever road race in the country and still runs the Town centre races each year, but has 
a number of needs if its standards are to be maintained.  As always, the presentations were 
followed by some most interesting discussions over lunch.
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TOWN CENTRE, HERITAGE AND TRADITION

The Queen’s Royal Regiment Museum organised a re-enactment of the life of a British 
regiment of the line, displayed by the 2nd Regiment of Foot, at Clandon park in April.  The 
team is a Surrey Group which performs public drill displays, marching and battle tactics and 
is skilled to the point where it has been used to give realistic displays on film and TV.  On this 
occasion the Cadet Marching Band added atmosphere by playing regimental music and leading 
the procession.

An important High Court decision in April upheld the Borough Council’s decision to refuse a 
licence extension to Wetherspoon ID for their Lloyds No. 1 premises in Bridge Street.  The 
pub chain had requested a three hour extension to its existing hours between 9 am and 2 am 
after the police had expressed concerns about crime and disorder in the town centre.  The 
Borough argued that Bridge Street was designated a “cumulative impact” area owing to its 
high concentration of bars and nightclubs, so that a claim for extension had to show that the 
premises would not add to such problems.

Work started in April on the reinstatement of the Castle Gardens Pond, constructed in 
Victorian times by Henry Peake, but filled in in the 1970s; Guildford residents had demanded 
its restoration and preliminary work showed that this would be possible.  The work was to be 
part funded by the Guildford Society and carried out by the Council’s parks and countryside 
team.

A donation of £10,000 was made by Surrey County Agricultural Society at the County Show in 
May for the restoration of Stoke Park Gardens.  The cheque was presented by David Watts, 
the President of SCAS to the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, in recognition of the Borough’s 
allowing the Society to hold their show in Stoke Park year after year.

An application on behalf of Mr. Michel Harper to keep open The Drink/ Voodoo Lounge 
nightclub until 4.30 a.m. was rejected by the borough’s licensing committee in May with the 
support of the police.

Proposals for a major reconstruction of Friary Street, involving the removal of the first 
floor footbridge, were criticised in June by respected institutions such as the Town Centre 
management Group, Holy Trinty Amenity Group and the Guildford Society but were felt to be 
a significant improvement by the council’s planning department.

As part of the campaign for Litter Free Guildford an enforcement team from the Borough 
Council was patrolling the town centre in June to discourage the dropping of cigarette butts (for 
which a £50 fine could be imposed) and encouraging firms to install on-site cigarette bins.

In June Guildford Borough Council commenced a Consultation on Core Strategy Preferred 
Options, Town Centre Area Action Plan Preferred Options and Sustainability Appraisals.  
These were partially shaped on the responses (see previous year’s Report) to the “Issues 
and Options” consultations of the previous year and the documents are a central part of the 
Guildford Development Framework, the long-term plan for land use and buildings in the 
Borough which will replace the 2003 Local Plan and will guide development up to 2018.  
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Public reactions were invited, to be submitted by the end of July (see also “Planning, Transport 
and the Environment”).

The Watts Gallery, Compton, in desperate need of major funding ro restore the roof and 
general structure, featured in the BBC TV series “Restoration” in July in a bid to obtain the 
necessary windfall.  The programme put up a strong case for the Gallery (but also for two 
competing buildings) and those who were watching were asked to vote by telephone for their 
favoured project.  Of the total cost of the calls some 78% was put towards the restoration 
fund.  The Gallery won the South-Eastern heat to go forward to the final in September, but 
finished second eventually; however there was hope that some very necessary funding would 
be forthcoming, and the event certainly raised the profile of and visits to the Gallery. (See also 
“Drama, Entertainment and the Arts).

It was announced in July that the town centre would be severely disrupted in August by work to 
replace gas mains in Bridge Street and Onslow Street.  The work was started on the footway 
by the railway station and would gradually move across the bridge into Onslow Street.

In anticipation of a reduction in parking spaces in the town centre resulting from various 
proposed developments, such as the North Street scheme around the Friary Centre and that for 
housing on the Bright Hill site, the Council in August initiated a professional examination of 
various options, including a new car park at Mary Road and the possibility of adding to the 
York Road car park.

In order to reduce the nuisance caused by late-night revellers in the town centre, Guildford 
Borough Council decided in August to instal a pop-up Urilift urinal in North Street, to appear 
at 10 p.m. and disappear again at 6.0 a.m.

The new Hydro turbine (see previous year’s Report) was installed at the Toll House in Millbrook 
in August and officially opened in September.  With a capacity to heat some 50 homes it is 
scheduled to reduce carbon emissions by 120 tonnes a year.  It was funded by the government’s 
Clear Skies programme in association with Guildford Borough Council and the Yvonne Arnaud 
Theatre.  It replaced the old turbine, removed in 1990, which pumped water to the Pewley Hill 
Reservoir.

Ash Museum was officially re-opened in September by Michael Gove, the local M.P.  Located 
at the Cemetery Chapel, it has been open occasionally for three years, although in order to open 
regularly it still needs more volunteers.

Guildford’s Heritage Open Days, now an annual event, were held over the second week-end 
in October.  These events are co-ordinated nationwide by the Civic Trust and organised locally 
by the Borough Council in association with a number of partners such as the Guildford Society 
and national bodies including English Heritage and the Architectural heritage Fund.  According 
to the brochure, sponsored by Artington Manor Restoration, Guildford has the most listings of 
any town in the U.K. and 48 properties, together with two dozen churches, were open to the 
public at some point over the week-end.  Many, such as the Academy of Popular Music, Albury 
Park Gardens, 6 & 8 Quarry Street and the Vagrants Casual Ward (the Spike), were on view for 
the first time.  The Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, inaugurated the event by opening the Hydro 
Project at the Toll House, next to the Town Mill (see above and previous year’s Report). 
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A major fire in December seriously damaged Somerset House, the 18th century occasional 
residence of the Dukes of Somerset, in December.  The building was at the time occupied by 
Strada restaurant and the fire started in the second floor kitchen during the morning and burned 
undetected for an hour; it took firefighters three hours to bring it under control.

Severe gales in January affected the town centre and other parts.  A shop fascia in Woodbridge 
fell onto a man, causing minor injuries, while in Walnut Tree Close the end of some business 
premises, rented by CCP Cleaning and Hygiene, collapsed onto five empty cars, crushing them 
and leaving the roof of the building blowing in the wind.

Work started in February to deal with the problem of sewage flooding in York Road, which 
had frequently affected three properties, most noticeably the premises of Night Shelter, the 
charity for the homeless.  The east-bound carriageway between Stoke Road and London Road 
was closed while the work was carried out.

The annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Race took place in the High Street in February.  It was 
organised by Charlotteville Jubilee Trust in aid of their Spike Project (see previous year’s 
Report) and Guildford Action.  Pancakes and batter mixture were supplied by Sainsbury’s and 
Tesco, while the pancakes were cooked by Anne Milton, M.P. and Tony Scott, the Guilfest 
organiser.  Commentary was Provided by Peter Gordon of 96.4 The Eagle, which also entered 
a team.
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UNIVERSITY, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Prof. David Airey received the Ulysses Award 2006 from the United Nations World Tourism 
Organisation - the first European to win in the four years for which the award had been in 
existence - in June for his contribution to knowledge management in tourism and especially to 
enhancing the development of tourism education and research.

The Best Bar None scheme commissioned by the National Union of Students gave accreditation 
to the University of Surrey Students’ Union in April for its responsible drinking policies.

It was announced in May that the University of Surrey had advanced to 12th place in The 
Guardian University League Table.  It achieved first place in Civil Engineering and Tourism 
(including Transport and Travel), 3rd in Drama (with Dance) and Mechanical Engineering, and 
was within the top ten for a further six subjects and the top twenty for eleven more.

Links between the University and the Kyushu Institute of Technology in Japan were 
strengthened when a delegation from KIT visited Surrey in May to explore the possibility 
of collaboration with the Centre for Vision Speech and Signal Processing over two days of 
presentations and discussions.  Several areas of common interest were indentified and a return 
visit was planned for the autumn.

Professor Patrick Dowling received an honorary doctorate from his successor as Vice 
Chancellor, Professor Chris Snowden, at a ceremony held at the School of Engineering 
graduation in June, in recognition of his contribution to the progress of the University over his 
years as Vice Chancellor.

It was announced in July that the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Christopher Snowden, had been 
appointed Chairman of HERO, the country’s official higher education internet portal, as from 
August.  The objective of HERO is to provide informed, direct access to the credible sources of 
Higher Education and research information available on the web.  It was launched in 2000 and 
currently attracts more than 700,000 visitors per month; it has currently nearly 600,000 linking 
sites and a new and improved version is due to go live in the autumn.

Among those awarded research grants by the British Heart Foundation in July were two 
researchers from the University, Dr. Jian-Mei Li and Prof. Susanna Hourani.  The grant is 
for the investigation of adenosine, a chemical occurring in the body which can cause changes in 
blood pressure by affecting the diameter of small blood vessels.  Greater understanding through 
this research would, it was hoped, lead to improvements in the prevention and treatment of 
heart disease.

The Clinical Research Centre of the University was established in August in Egerton 
Road adjacent to the Postgraduate Medical School and the Royal Surrey County Hospital.  
Developed from the Human Psychopharmacology Research Unit, its purpose is to build on 
existing strengths in sleep and central nervous system research and plans to extend its interest 
into new therapeutic areas.  It has 12 of the best equipped sleep laboratories in the world and a 
12 bed ward, is carrying out studies with major pharmaceutical companies and is well placed 
to become a major U.K. centre for clinical research.
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Angelo Grubisic, who is studying at the University for a PhD in electrical propulsion, was 
chosen during the summer by the National Council for Graduate Entrepreneurship and the 
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation as one of 17 graduates to take up a six month scholarship 
in the United States to help him develop his commercial skills.  He hopes to set up a company 
specialising in low-cost propulsion for satellites.

Pupils from George Abbot School joined Japanese counterparts to take part in the 2006 UK-
Japan Scientist Workshop at the University of Surrey in August.  The students lived and 
worked together on science-related projects, guided by University specialists, in particular 
the health consequences of global warming and the challenge of providing clean water in 
developing countries.

Catherine Fitzpatrick (22), who graduated as MPhys from the University in the summer, 
and also did much of her rese arch at Yale, won the National Physical Laboratory Award for 
Best Physics Student, 2006, at the Science, Engineering and Technology 2006 awards dinner 
in September.  These are considered the most prestigious awards for science and technology 
undergraduates in Britain.  Catherine was honoured for her innovative research in nuclear 
physics, specifically into understanding the microscopic origins of nuclear collectivity.

The University notably improved its ranking in two of the major League Tables this year, by 
coming 12th in the Guardian Table (out of 122 UK universities) and 37th in the Times.  There 
was remarkably little agreement between the two tables, but Surrey obtained top place for Civil 
Engineering and Tourism, transport and Travel with the Guardian and for Food Science with 
the Times.  For most other subjects Surrey was comfortably within the top 20 in both tables.

A reception was held in October at St. James’s Palace in the presence of the Chancellor, HRH 
the Duke of Kent, to mark the 40th Anniversary of the University’s Charter (see also “Sport 
for All”) and to unveil the Surrey Sports Centre Project; this, at £35M is a unique opportunity 
for the University to create a state-of-the-art sporting facility in Guildford, to the benefit of 
both Gown and Town - and indeed, with events such as the 2012 Olympics and Paralympics in 
view, much further afield.

Professor Anthony Ho of the University’s Department of Computing won the 2006 Security 
award at the Insitution of Engineering and Technology’s Innovation in Engineering Awards in 
the autumn.  This was for his work on digital watermarking software called Stegmark ImageLite 
which prevents forging of digital images and documents on the Internet.

The University’s School of Management was in January awarded a grant of £225,000 over 
two years by the South East England Development Agency to develop a leadership academy 
for the south-east of England.  It would work with a number of partners to deliver various 
leadership events

The Chancellor of the Exchequer announced in Delhi in January that the University of Surrey 
had won two awards under the UK-India Education and Research Initiative.  One of these 
was for collaborative work with Jadavpur University in Calcutta to create a UK-India Network 
for II-VI Sensor Technology, the other for work with the University of Science and Technology, 
Cochin, to develop Smart Antennas for Next Generation MillimetreWave Wireless Comms.
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In February the University launched its new School of Law, which would form part of The 
Faculty of Manangement and Law as from August, with an evening event featuring a lecture 
on “The Changing World of Work - is Employment Law Coping?” given by Dr. Janet Gaymer, 
CBE, Commissioner for Public Appointments in England and Wales.

Also in February, nine members of the University’s security team completed training to allow 
them to become accredited to use additional powers  to maintain order on the campus; they 
would have special badges and be in direct radio link with Guildford Police Station, as well as 
having extra legal protection against, e.g., assault.

Figures released in February showed that applications for degree courses at the Unversity of 
Surrey for the academic year beginning in September 2007 had increased to 11,158 - up by 39%, 
more than 6 times the national average, and in spite of the introduction of variable tuition fees.  
This appeared to reflect Surrey’s high reputation for offering courses which gave graduates 
the best chance of finding relevant work - the “University for jobs,” as it had been called by 
the “Sunday Times.”  Among the most striking increases was the 50% rise in applications for 
physics, and 43% for engineering and maths; it is a common complaint that too few young 
people are attempting these fairly demanding but vital subjects in modern times.

It was announced in March that restructuring at the University would result in 113 posts being 
cut from various departments, with some 400 employees having to reapply for their current 
jobs.  A second phase was expected to lead to further cuts in the future.  The university’s 
management considered that the quality of education would remain unchanged, but the campus 
trade union representatives disagreed.
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THE VILLAGES

Speed humps in Cemetery Pales in Pirbright proved to be a major nuisance to local residents, 
owing to the nature of the soil, and would have to be removed and replaced with other methods 
of speed control, it was announced in April.  They had been effective for their purpose, but it 
was agreed at the Guildford Local Committee that the nuisance to residents was too great to be 
ignored; the cost of replacement with, say, chicanes would cost £35,000, which would have to 
come out of phase 2 of the village’s safety plan. 

Three individuals in Ripley were presented with awards by the mayor, Cllr. Tamsy Baker, in 
April in recognition of their hard work on behalf of the village.  Tom Harper was rewarded for 
his work as chairman of the Ripley Village Plan, which had resulted among other achievements 
in the formation of a village youth club, while Sally Erhardt and Val Harris were recognised 
for their achievements as co-founders of the highly successful Ripley Farmers’ Market.

The old pavilion at Tongham was demolished in April in order to allow a new and larger 
one, complete with community centre, to be built.  There had been considerable delay in 
obtaining the funding; over 15 years the village raised about 90% of the cost and eventually 
gained the remainder from Guildford Borough Council and the Overton Plating development.  
The old play area was scheduled to become a skateboard park while the new building would 
accommodate the parish clerk’s office, changing rooms, two function rooms, kitchen, store 
room and cloakroom.  However it was reported in July that the project was in jeopardy owing 
to repeated acts of senseless vandalism; security fencing had been torn down and the fabric of 
the building-to-be damaged.

Residents in Ash were worried in April, and highly critical of Guildford Borough Council, 
over the fact that a site on the corner of South Road/Derwent Avenue had become seriously 
contaminated by fly-tipping - both revolting to look at and a hazard to health.  Two mobile 
homes which had formerly occupied the site had been moved away and the fence taken down.  
The council explained that their powers were restricted by the fact that it was private land but 
that they were working on the problem to the best of their ability.

The Environment Agency ordered Pathfinder to end the blending and composting of green 
waste at Strawberry Farm, Normandy, in May and ordered the removal of existing stockpiles 
by the middle of July.  Pathfinder are subcontractors for Surrey Waste Management, who hired 
them to carry out green waste management at the site in 2005, but by the end of the year local 
residents were complaining about the volume of lorry traffic, the size of the waste mountain, 
dust, noise and smell. 

A lay-by on the A31 near Puttenham was closed in June and a decision taken to clear scrubland 
in order to deter public sexual activity in the area which had grown to an extent which local 
residents found increasingly objectionable.

Puttenham staged a special “past v. present” cricket match in June to celebrate the opening of 
their new pavilion, built to replace the old wooden one which burned down in 2004.  The new 
brick-built pavilion cost £90,000, a sum raised through a massive communal effort and a major 
donation of materials from builder Richard Elsmore.
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Anger was caused in East Horsley in July when the Lloyds Pharmacy in Bishopsmead was 
closed.  Although there is an alternative about a mile away in Kingston Avenue residents felt 
that this was a far from satisfactory solution.

East Horsley’s new playground in Kingston Meadows was opened at a family fun day in July.  
The mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, together with the seven-year-old poster winner Emily Jordan, 
cut the  ribbon at the opening ceremony at noon.  The project was funded jointly by Guildford 
Borough and East Horsley Parish Councils, providing excellent facilities for children; it was 
checked for safety by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents.

Wood Street Village Show in July, organised by the local Horticultural Society for 38 years, 
was a great success, as usual, but warnings were given that, with many regular helpers on the 
point of retirement, it was likely that the 2006 Show might be the last unless further volunteers 
came forward.

Ripley’s annual fete was marred, unusually in what had been a very hot and sunny month, by 
heavy rain, but was still attended by some 2,000 people who enjoyed a vintage car parade, 
maypole dancing and the usual variety of stalls.

Send Online, a website created by local resident Melissa Crisp and supported by Send Parish 
Council, was created during the summer to give news and information about the village and 
surrounding areas and publicise amenities and events taking place.

Before his death in June (see “Obituary”) Cllr. John Ades provided £5,000 out of his community 
allowance to pay for mobile Vehicle Activated Speed Signs and hand-held speed guns to deter 
motorists from speeding through Ash.  These measures, already in use in other parts of the 
Borough and elsewhere, are intended to improve the quality of community life and the safety 
of pedestrians, especially in the more rural areas.  Cllr. Tony Rooth, who completed the paper-
work for this grant, also dedicated some of his own allocation to similar equipment in Shalford 
and Puttenham. The Speedwatch team in Worplesdon gained its own speed guns in January, 
thanks to a grant of £3,000 from the parish council.

The Green Man, Burpham, (since 1984 a Harvester Restaurant) finally closed its doors at 
the end of July after more than 400 years of supplying refreshment to weary travellers or 
simply a centre for village conviviality.  It is understood that the purchasers of the site wish to 
construct a convenience store, although since Sainsbury’s superstore is close at hand and there 
is a parade of local shops opposite it is hard to see what possible benefit such a store could 
bring to the local community.  A very fully attended public meeting took place in September, 
attended by representatives of Aldi, the supermarket chain, who explained that they wished to 
build a smallish convenience store with flats above; they appeared to believe that this would 
not be a threat to local shops on the Parade opposite, nor serious competition for Sainsbury’s.  A 
further meeting in October heard that the buyers had given an undertaking not to pull down the 
existing building in advance of an approved planning application, while a petitition in support 
of keeping it had attracted 837 signatures over a week-end.

Burpham’s Free and For Nothing event took place over three mornings in August, organised 
by the Parish Council, Community Association and Borough Council.  It included Go-Karts, 
dance workshops, craft activities, bouncy castles and the chance to examine a police car, fire 
engine and ambulance.  It attracted some 300 people from the local community.
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In contrast with the record heat of July, August brought chilly temperatures and deluges of rain, 
causing major flooding in Pirbright and Ash when the River Blackwater and the Hoe Stream 
burst their banks under the stress of 3 inches of rain in an afternoon.  The Borough Council was 
criticised for inadequate response to the problems in Ash, which caused considerable distress 
to local residents.  There were further storms in September causing blackouts in a number of 
villages surrounding Guildford.  Floods continued at intervals in October and Surrey County 
Council found it impossible to keep the drains sufficiently clear to prevent further flooding 
in, for instance, Worplesdon and Ash.  The problem was gradually being brought under some 
control by the end of the year but a packed meeting at the Ash Centre in January heard that 
much of the damage had still not been made good.  Part of the problem appeared to be that no 
authority seemed clear as to the responsibility for the situation, and local M.P. Michael Gove 
undertook to meet the Environment Agency to try to find a definitive answer.

The fire in a large heap of compost in Ockham (see previous year’s Report) erupted again 
in August, when the heap started smouldering and causing a considerable smoke nuisance, 
especially for those with respiratory problems.  Doctors from the Health Protection Agency 
were called in to assess the effects and the Borough Council took steps to extinguish the fire.  
Originally a company called Organic Limited had been responsible for the site and had been 
ordered to remove all green waste and return the site to its original state; but it went into 
liquidation in December 2005 and First London Environmental became responsible.

A re-launched youth club in Wood Street Village, opened in September, had to close in October 
owing to a complete lack of response from those it was supposed to serve.

Vandalism to the gravestones of two cousins in the churchyard of St. Peter’s, Ash, has been so 
serious that the headstones will not be replaced, and has left relatives distraught.

700 residents in Ripley responded to a survey which was intended to discover how they wanted 
to see the village develop in the future.  The most emphatic finding was the wish of the villagers 
to preserve their village from urbanisation.  Several problems were identified, notably the need 
for special accommodation for the elderly, parking and traffic questions and the need to be able 
to buy food without leaving the village (a need which the recent establishment of a regular 
Farmers’ Market has gone some way to meet).

Send and Ripley History Society’s museum received a grant of £5,000 from the lottery Awards 
for All scheme which was being spent in December on much needed redecoration, improved 
temperature control and new display boards.

In December East Horsley re-established its Pothole Watch, as a response to the appalling 
state of some roads, especially Forest Road and Ockham Road South.

The storms of early January caused chaos in villages, especially Normandy, Wood Street 
Village and East Horsley, with trees crashing down across roads and in one case narrowly 
missing a local resident as she left home in her car.

A plaque was unveiled in the Normandy Community Therapy Garden in January to 
commemorate the generosity of Ron Young, who had died the previous autumn.  There was 
a second presentation to his widow from the US Lions Club to celebrate his 35 years of 
achievement.
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A petition signed by 400 residents of Wood Street Village was submitted Guildford’s Local 
Committee in February by Cllr. Mike Nevins to ask for traffic calming measures, especially in 
Broad Street and Frog Grove Lane, with particular reference to the dangerous speeds regularly 
shown by traffic going past the Infant School.  While such a scheme would be costly, it was 
pointed out that there had been 26 casualties, one serious, from 19 incidents within the past 
five years.

Shackleford Post Office reopened in February after a closure of 16 months because of 
a robbery.  The new postmistress is Tamesa Lunn from Norney and the opening ceremony 
was performed by Anne Milton M.P.  The reopening owed much to the Shackleford Towards 
Fellowship Group, whose chairman Darrell Romer had supplied the necessary drive for the 
provision of this vital village amenity.

Allotments in Burpham, Shalford and elsewhere in the Borough were subjected to criminal 
vandalistic attack in a short period in February, with attacks concentrating on the theft of tools 
and, especially, aluminium from glasshouses as the main target.  The Dagley Lane site in 
Shalford was suffering particularly, but the damage in Burpham was even more spectacular and 
was compared with a “First World War battlefield.”

Neighbours of the Strawberry Farm, Normandy, green waste site were delighted when 
applications for a new road and other facilities designed to expand the site’s use substantially 
were defeated by Surrey County Council’s planning committee in February as being 
incompatible with the area’s green belt status, and after objections from Guildford Borough 
Council, Normandy Parish Council and 52 residents.  The Environment Agency considered that 
there was too much waste there already and instructed the owners, C.P.Backhurst & Co., Ltd., 
to remove some thousands of tons of green waste and soil mix from the site by May 1.

Shoppers in Shalford were dismayed in February by the news that the Total Garage in Kings 
Road was to be closed and the site sold, possibly with planning permission for housing.  It was 
not so much the loss of the petrol station itself that was disconcerting but the fact that it housed 
the only convenience retail store in the neighbourhood.  The Parish Council, however, was to 
press for another retailer to be the permitted use for the site.

Shalford Station was flooded for the fifteenth time in the first three months of 2007 in March, 
in spite of works carried out in December.  It was likely that a pipe had collapsed which would 
have to be found if further inconvenience was not to be caused.

The Roland Lubbock Memorial Hall, East Horsley, was finally reopened in April; it was 
originally constructed in 1931 under the auspices of St. Martin’s Church and was much used 
during the War and for years afterwards, but fell into disrepair and was closed in 2002.  A 
number of problems over local concerns and budget over-run delayed reconstruction but much 
remains to be done - and money is still a problem.

The magnificent new Bicentenary Glasshouse and Learning Centre was under construction 
at RHS Wisley at the beginning of Spring and was due to open in June 2007 on schedule and 
budget.  It was to consist of three main planting areas - tropical, temperate and desert - and the 
Wisley staff grew 85% of the plants to be included.
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The clock on Ripley parish church finally ran down in March and will not be re-started until 
£12,000 worth of modifications have been made.  Apparently a survey had shown that it had 
become unsafe through age, and a number of fund-raising events were to be organised in order 
to raise the money for its restoration.
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YOUNG PEOPLE, CHILDREN AND YOUTH ORGANISATIONS

The youth centres at Stoughton and Bellfields, which had been marked for closure under 
Surrey County Council’s cost-cutting programme (see previous year’s Report) were at least 
temporarily reprieved in April when the County Council adopted its Business Delivery Review 
without mention of such closure.  However, it was stated that a number of options were still 
under consideration.

The Chilworth Community Toddler Group was enabled to move from unsuitable premises in 
the hut behind the church to Chilworth Village Hall thanks to a grant of £2,000 from the Local 
Network Fund, administered by Surrey Community Action.  This enabled them not only to pay 
for the hire of the hall but to buy new equipment and toys.

Eleanor Grieveson (18), a pupil at Tormead School, achieved the highest individual score 
on BBC TV’s “Test the Nation” quiz show in June on the topic “Know Your Planet” and won 
an impressive trophy as a result.  She scored 59 points out of a possible 65 as a member of 
the winning team, The Explorers, having qualified by completing a six week trek through the 
mountains of Svalbard the previous summer, where part of her task was to measure the rate at 
which glaciers were melting.

A team of young climbers completed the Everest Challenge - 317 ascents adding up to the 
distance from Everest Base Camp to the summit - at Craggy Island, Guildford’s indoor climbing 
school, and raised £600 for UNICEF.  They won trophies for raising the most money and for 
the fastest completion of the climbs. a result.  

Guildford Cricket Club is one of the three clubs in the country chosen to take part in a project 
designed to revive cricket in state schools established by the Cricket Foundation, in which the 
club has been working with St. Peter’s Catholic Comprehensive School to deliver coaching and 
raise enthusiasm and standards, while also supplying the school with some equipment.  Both 
boys and girls have benefited from this scheme; in fact the school had an excellent year in all 
sports, especially rugby, cricket and athletics.

Among many programmes for children in the summer holidays was the University’s Children’s 
Activities Through Sports.  Some 150 children between 8 and 13 enjoyed such sports as 
climbing, trampolining and football, canoeing and Laser Quest, quizzes and treasure hunts.

Zoe Mackay (8) and Sriya and Saranya Roy were winners in the various categories of the 
Guildford House Gallery children’s art competition during the summer holidays.  Their prizes 
were presented by the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, in October.

A state-of-the-art sports stadium was opened at Ash Manor School in September, thanks 
largely to a grant of £246,000 from the Football Foundation, supported with further finance 
from Guildford Borough Council, Surrey County Council and the school itself.  Facilities were 
brought up to a very high standard and it was estimated that 30,000 people a year would be 
using them.
Guildford Youth Council, which has welcomed 14 new members this year, reached its tenth 
anniversary in October.  Consisting of young people aged 13 - 19, representative of youth 
organisations throughout the Borough, it is regularly consulted by the Borough about a wide 
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variety of matters of importance to the younger citizen; it has, for instance, produced a special 
directory giving useful information on colleges and careers, food and drink, helplines and 
advice, sport and leisure, and transport.  Among its current initiatives are a “battle of the bands” 
to showcase local music talent (it was won in the presence of the Mayor and 350 enthusiasts 
by classic rock band Dy-Star) and a youth cafe to act as a focal meeting place.  The Borough 
Council provides meeting facilities, £3,000 a year towards such projects and a further £3,000 
towards administration costs and training, while Surrey Youth Service employs a part-time co-
ordinator.

The beginning of Local Democracy Week this year, aiming to tackle political apathy among 
young voters and engage teenagers by involving local politicians in citizenship teaching, was 
marked by a visit to St. Peter’s Catholic Comprehensive School, Merrow, by Anne Milton, M.P.  
Mrs. Milton led a year 7 assembly focussing on the benefits of democracy.  Following on to this, 
a number of pupils visited the Houses of Parliament, touring both houses and finishing with a 
question and answer session with the Member, in which the future of the Royal Surrey County 
Hospital naturally loomed large.  King’s College, Ash Manor, the Royal Grammar School and 
Guildford College received similar visits from local councillors.  Among the week’s projects 
was a decision making project in which young people were asked for their advice on how to 
spend £17M on Guildford’s facilities.  The theme of the week was “Take Part, Take Power” and 
included a “political speed dating” event and panel debates. 

In a similarly democratic exercise, Weyfield Primary School’s junior governors (elected 
class representatives) visited Surrey County Council’s offices in Cross Lanes to see how local 
government works and talk to County Councillor Pauline Searle.  They raised a large number 
of issues, mainly perfectly seriously thought out, such as the need for a cleaner environment 
and for more cycle tracks and open space.

Sophie Scanlon (16), a Girl Guide with the 1st. Stoughton Group, won the Baden Powell 
Challenge Award, the highest award for all-round achivement, in October.  Her prize was 
presented by the Mayor, Cllr. Angela Gunning, at a commemorative party, where a celebration 
cake was cut and Sophie was given a photo album and book token in addition.

Christopher Melling (15), a pupil of the visually impaired unit at George Abbot School, was 
chosen by the Music of Life Foundation to play his trumpet with the Orchestra of St. John’s 
and OSJ Voices in a performance of the Messiah at St. John’s, Smith Square, Lonodon in 
December.  This was the second time Chris has been similarly honoured.

A new section on the Borough Council’s website <www.guildford.co.uk> was introduced 
in the autumn especially to meet the interests of young people, covering, for instance, details 
of events such as music gigs, clubs, sport, activities and local politics.  To mark the launch an 
online competition was held with prizes of tickets to the Odeon cinema or Spectrum.

It was announced in January that Disability Challengers, the charity which does so much 
for disabled children, was to take over the running of Stoughton and Bellfields youth centres, 
which had been under some threat of possible closure.  Provided that the necessary funding 
could be found, probably from the business community, Disability Challengers committed itself 
to working with Guildford Borough Council to provide leisure facilities at the two centres.
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Aimee Kwan (12), a pupil at Guildford High School, appeared in “Child Genius” on Channel 
4 TV in February.  She has an IQ within the top 1% of the population and is a member of the 
National Academy of Gifted and Talented Youth.

The local heat of Youth Speaks, the public speaking competition for young people sponsored 
by Detica Ltd., was organised by the Rotary Club of Guildford and held at the Guildhall in 
January.  It was won by St. Peter’s School, who were presented with their award by the Mayor, 
Cllr. Angela Gunning.  A similar contest organised by the Rotary Club of Ripley and Send was 
won by Guildford High School.

Stoughton Massive Youth Club, which was set up in November by PCSO Sheila Willis for 9 
- 14 year olds, proved extremely popular and by the end of January had more than 40 names on 
its register.  It is funded jointly by Surrey Police, the Safer Guildford Partnership and Surrey 
County Council.  In addition PCSO Willis and Andy Coumbe, the Community Safety Warden, 
set up a new football club for young people held weekly in term time at Emmanuel Church 
Hall, which proved immensely popular; it was actually run by John Marrow, the Emmanuel 
Church community worker and the church made considerable efforts to facilitate this new use 
of its hall.

The Christ’s College Horticultural Academy, whose planting of spring bulbs, ash and oak 
trees on Bellfields Green had been wrecked by vandals, set to work undeterred in February to 
replant and put up posters to ask residents to help to defend the enhancement of the area.  The 
Academy members, aged 14 -16 were also learning about composting and growing their own 
vegetables thanks to the Borough Council’s gardening school, and inparticular to Arthurs Kinge 
of the council’s parks and countryside service.  Their enterprise, enthusiasm and commitment 
were indeed an example to their community.

David Miller, a pupil at Christ’s College, was rewarded with a certificate of recognition from 
the Surrey Fire and Rescue service in February for rescuing a disabled man from a small fire 
in his kitchen in August.  David wheeled the man outside and then put out the fire with glasses 
of water.

Christopher Draper (13) and Fridolin Dorwarth (15) wrote in the Spring Newsletter of the 
Guildford-Freiburg Association (see “International and Twinning”) accounts of their exchange 
visit to each other’s homes in Great Bookham and Ihringen in 2006.  Both enjoyed a packed 
programme very much, though Christopher’s stay was somewhat overshadowed by the loss of 
his mother’s luggage (eventually retrieved) on the flight out.  Tobias Hug (18) from Freiburg 
spent a working holiday in Guildford and wrote a most interesting comparative account of his 
activities, summing up by saying that he had undergone an enriching and wonderful experience 
- although the comparisons he drew were by no means entirely to Guildford’s credit.

Jake Moore (9), a pupil at Bushy Hill Junior School, won a national story-writing competition 
organised by the Cricket Foundation and was presented with part of his prize (which included 
a tour of Lords) by Alex Tudor, the Essex and England fast bowler, in March.  Jake’s school 
had in October 2006 co-presented a cricketing project with schools in India with which they 
had established links.
Caroline Daboo (15), Natalie Smith (15) and Samantha Knight (16) were presented with 
the Baden Powell Challenge award, the highest possible for guides, by the district guides 
commissioner, Julie Laidlaw, at Send Scout Hut in March.  They had had to complete tasks 
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in healthy lifestyles, global awareness, discovery skills and relationship as well as facing 
such challenges as organising a mini-Olympics, celebrating Diwali and leading a meditation 
evening.

More than 400 young people received their Duke of Edinburgh Awards (283 bronze, 95 
silver, 47 gold) from Penelope Keith, CBE, in March.
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WOULD YOU BELIEVE IT?

Firefighters at Guildford, as throughout Surrey, were ordered by Surrey Fire and Rescue to 
remove the flag of St. George from flying above their premises in April because it looked 
“tatty.”  The order, not surprisingly, was described as “laughable” by a representative of the 
Fire Brigade Union. 

Could your hair be styled by a ghost?  A television crew visited Saks Hair and Beauty, Chapel 
Street, in May to investigate reports of odd goings on and include any results in a broadcast due 
in the autumn.  It is said that a nearby yard was once an execution site, but the ghost (if any) is 
reported to be friendly and is named Casper.  However, psychic medium Derek Acorah, while 
acknowledging an unidentified male presence, declared after holding a seance on the premises 
that the “ghost-in-chief” was a friendly little girl called Helena.  There was to be a programme 
on television about the mystery during the autumn.

Sick as a parrot in Tongham?  In June a red-faced love-bird was spotted in Tongham Wood, 
presumably an escapee from a private collection.  Whether or not there was a mate available 
was uncertain - if so perhaps the Borough would become the home of a new local breed, since 
parakeets have successfully colonised a neighbouring borough.

When one reads in the press that traffic on the A3 has been held up by a crane one would 
normally take that as a normal consequence of the operations of heavy industry.  However, the 
crane which delayed traffic near Wisley in November was a crested crane - an exotic three-foot 
tall bird which had escaped from captivity and was hopping erratically across the road.  Traffic 
was stopped for ten minutes while the bird was arrested by the long arm of the law and returned 
to its owner.

An original technique used by the police to calm down revellers in Guildford town centre over 
the New Year celebrations was a distribution of lollipops; apparently this approach had been 
tried in other parts of the country, with significant reductions in disturbances and fights.

The full moon is traditionally associated with “ghoulies and ghosties and long-legged 
beasties and things that go bump in the night,” and now this tradition has been confirmed by 
a thoroughly hard-headed source, West Surrey Police, as holding good for Guildford, at least 
for the second half of 2006.  Apparently crime rose appreciably in Guildford during most of 
the full moon periods and dropped again afterwards.  A Dorking astrologer came forward with 
a rather complex explanation, but unfortunately more rational scientific opinion debunked the 
phenomenon as a coincidence.


